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[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and
buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt
thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines
and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him
my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will
contrive the trick.".When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and
questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian
saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye
have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called
aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother
and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that
of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..The company marvelled at
the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the
officer, 'They avouch that.Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for
whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with
devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their
eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou
seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her
secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she
will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go
forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent
from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth
sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to
him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me
bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said,
"The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of
him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine;
so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it
not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,]
whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to
us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending
[privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that
the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not
go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he
should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself
of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the
princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man
and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against
their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and
treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they
fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said
to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to
the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my
lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".Lover, The
Favourite and her, iii. 165..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii.
84..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O
Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in
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elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what
this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay,"
rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the
saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As
for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they
rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in
elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying,
'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily,
God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE
YOUNG MEN. (69).End of Volume I..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me.
(Quoth he).When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he
abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..So she arose and returned to her
house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this
knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous
beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the
burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him
grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass
on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place
and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat
down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the
night.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El
Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and
he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch,
"Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money,
and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that
which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ?
? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Noureddin thanked him and they
entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his
station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves
thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest
of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth
he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So
he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips;
brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch
Bekhit xxxix.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me
and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me
into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and
cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a
moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we
gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate,
without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on
the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done?
Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of
the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of
origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but
biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good
breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".71. Yehya ben
Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked
with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be
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cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her
frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and
ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more.
So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and
the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till
God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho,
Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said,
"The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head,
raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful,
the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our
lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes
and his, i. 301..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the
king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE
FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..Sitt
el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This
story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the
[promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of
the following day..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel
Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places
and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding
gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to
meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and
[burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the
flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and
granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.I swear by his
life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he
took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of
the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then
he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him,
as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El
Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Awake,
Asleep and, i. 5..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God
the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited
with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak
and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon
a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined
with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the
ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed
the wit..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to
the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had
taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate.
Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he
came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his
bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign.
(155).Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before
him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and
my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with
the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the
singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The
Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself
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upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously,
after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart
and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a
Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy
(23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are
distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his
strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the
mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first
day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath
day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou
hast heard.'.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session,
selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and
he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent
that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well,
for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have
consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her
aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless
thee in her.".Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.At this Queen Kemeriyeh
was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade,
fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to
her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
she and improvised and sang the following verses:.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel,
thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of
the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into
the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished
my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and
bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince
dccccv.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent
'twas to part and fare away!.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast
thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and
ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was
comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance
till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and
the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her
farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my
master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her
sight, O rare! O excellent!.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all
kinds of care and dole..Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police,
who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the
porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and
carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old
man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed
him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all
the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.?
? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..Meanwhile, the
youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his
longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to
her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is
longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my
trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.When the king had made an
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end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the
morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they
ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he
had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and
reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I
would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to
thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of
distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I
am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying
of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.So Iblis
drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes,
delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled
again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a
tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.Officer's
Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the
realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the
king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and
brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had
been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have
slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then
he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered
[in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii.
95..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..When twenty days
had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was
found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become
fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or
five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two
months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On
like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of
the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him
by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and
lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and
seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth
our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her,
"Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and
said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following
verses:.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he
questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to
have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that
there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had
done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the
king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and
slew him..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..?
? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.When the king heard this story,
he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter
of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and
long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who
were present, as of wont..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah,
this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that
which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Thy presence honoureth us and we,
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i. 13..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..? ? ? ? ? For know
that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and
eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory
his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he
returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing
and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished]
of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The
people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a
strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those
whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.How many, in
Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me
the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.? ? ? ? ?
Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou
Tai, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..There was once a
king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O
Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of]
his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king
bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine
offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.? ? ? ? ?
Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..The Eleventh Day..? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine,
iii. 190..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his
treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the
history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests,
who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade
them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Upon the
table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and
the Hawk dccccvi.So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would
give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy
door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon
the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay
still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the
billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him,
whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his
daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the
rich man and his wasteful heir.".The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What
shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw
him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest
the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his
mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him,
and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for
him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain
them..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and
father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When
I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that
had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave
me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have
bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.'
Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an
oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead.
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