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BUCCANEERS AND PIRATES OF OUR COASTS
When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a
woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by
Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to
him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left
us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou
bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant,
whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and
delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on
like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i.
298..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..Viziers, The Ten, i.
61..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with
her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would
move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the
closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.? ? ? ?
? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.When the tither heard the old man's
speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and
leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man
followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have
patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him
this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no
domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the
much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.127. The Justice of Providence
cccclxxviii.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case
and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her
the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way,
and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when
thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out,
hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord
Jesus.".? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..They
abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink
and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand,
what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I;
and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut
the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she
sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy
gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I
failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but
this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will
deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a
ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with
gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A
MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go
forthright.".Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..As
for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in
reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the
people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came
to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath
come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter
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or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife
dcccclxxxviii.Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor
did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the
water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the
prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my
comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick
of body and whose heart is wasted all away..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.So saying, he sprang to his feet and
catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his
comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that
which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of
the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which
had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and
still on slaying me are bent!.Asleep and Awake, i. 5..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204,
271..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease
to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which
thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel
here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee
the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of
thine oath.".On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her
not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my
concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it
was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands
and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and
clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my
sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into
slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled,
seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for
thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".Then
they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein
jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad,
God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return
to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established
me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he
entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the
town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the
number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in
the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces,
wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the
craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he
restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how
many a desert dread!.Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and
sang the following verses:.The Fifteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? The
intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender
swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and
one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's
just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a
thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is
younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of
the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the
son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the
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son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of
his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.When she heard their
words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!'
Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess
that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast
spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then
she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..49. The Chief of the
Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the
chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their
education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl
became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and
that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and
appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and
low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two
bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of
them]..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found
the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to
lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the
like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper,
pinioned him..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said,
"O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom
thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do
thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy
loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".As for Belehwan, when he fled and
fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and
used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came
to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might
take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with
impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to
conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all
prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw
him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left
him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant
in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going
in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun,
she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not
speak..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so
that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.[When the king
returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her
what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason
restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the
eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that
had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to
slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered
him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and
the, iii. 53..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I
will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to
me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me
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independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence;
whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her
case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh
and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the
ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that
which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named,
and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when
they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then
they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth
Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to
them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the
folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure
Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've
left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.112.
Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the
upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted
him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall
be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou
wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it
behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an
advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my
lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her
husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return,
when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine
and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and
now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times.
So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am
she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might
well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i.
61..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he
came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and
cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah,
O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is
thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and
its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou
sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him;
and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a
turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the
turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her
kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to
make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her
occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..The eunuch thanked him and
blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him,
'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the
youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where
the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he
abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he
passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at
him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the
like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness!
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How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.When King Shah Bekht heard
his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up
to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and
entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those
who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the
dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king
of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..When the news reached El
Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded
and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented
with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the
troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he
espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to
those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard
of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of
me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".We abode thus till the
setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and
pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her
pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which
hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is
prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the
lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..77 The Draper
and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.When the old man heard her
words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who
was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I
use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful
Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she
drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls
of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in
which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that
will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with
thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el
Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my
case with thee and he gave me this.".? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..THE TEN
VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God
of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.It is said
that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night
drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case,
whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of
ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his
day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window;
and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he
will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow
[another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she
called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and
separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my
lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and
said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Meanwhile, El Abbas
betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the
tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him
from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and
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coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves
and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our
own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he
swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.When the appointed day arrived, the chief
of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him,
and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round
amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from
concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he
said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.When the
townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, '
By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am
about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the
Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and
wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the
princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the
acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was
noised abroad in all countries..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.When the evening evened,
the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They
avouch, O king, that.To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of
day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not
on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and
sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh
dclxxxviii.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Then she changed the measure and
the mode and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.When the
king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".Merchant of Cairo and the
Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..When Aamir heard his lord's verses,
he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing
plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the
morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe
of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he
swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and
that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed
by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.
Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him.."He shall not come in to me. Who
is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..."
[And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer,
amazing wit and brain..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put
away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no
knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why
takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw
therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between
the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story
of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave
to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her,
unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came
the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he
saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as
often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent,
and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the
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Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.It befell one day that he
entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with
them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a
long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he
betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and
borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the
deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give
it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,'
rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their
affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them.
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