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E BLANCO WITHE Y EL ENFERMO DE APREHENSION COMEDIA DE MOLIERE TRAD
Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy
will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O
my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.The company
marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to
myself..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till
presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said,
'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which
there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost,
despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left
without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores
were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also
were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken,
amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed
not in that place..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a
wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman
presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men
and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no
glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets
and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor
going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids
still the tears poured down without relent..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he
awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls
till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O
Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth
she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and
said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly
betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who
was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his
sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself,
because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his
answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with
thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case
This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must
I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give
them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath
caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast
spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money
and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon
of God the Most High for that which she had done..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with
him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou
answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save
God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer,
saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she
hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of
slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will
redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am
the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of
divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.Then he wept again and El Abbas said
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to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding
(63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy
qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion
(64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?"
"O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save
my servant Aamir and no more.".Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and
the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion;
and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her
case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so
she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do
thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young
man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city,
with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained
thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to
him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his
mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the
streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come,
[sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine
affairs will prosper.'.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he
bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128)
warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight,
Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike
shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my
soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk
(235) M.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session,
selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and
he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent
that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well,
for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have
consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her
aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless
thee in her.".Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come
and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting
with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case
and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to
Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi
said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his
returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and
saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and
for fear of him.".? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and
his forehead shine clear..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii.
226..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my
birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in
battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and
cried out and recited the following verses:.Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to
visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.86. The Three
Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..Then said she to the villager's
son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and
frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am
she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee
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concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.]
Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And
she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted
alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what
device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man
of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of
false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk
giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and
officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried
them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the
Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and
his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave
help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..Then they went to the youth and said
to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the
like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and
drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my
requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and
said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave
matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not
escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the
chase..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.61. Musab ben ez
Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.On the morrow, he betook himself to the
shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God
requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he
came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in
the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he
repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going
away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might
acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that
he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..Then the
old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there
befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that
he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him
and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his
whilom place of duresse..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose
marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him
the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and
professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which
befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and
kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered
the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his
contrivance." (121).95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into
converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which
God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with
them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and
we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the
most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not
present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I
have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed,
"By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round
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among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she
struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee
aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world
no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Full many a man incited me to
infidelity, i. 205..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Er Reshid was like to
lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story
from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to
telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with
her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to
him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of
the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba,
Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the
Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of
the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and
how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her
and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace,
beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens,
wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas
he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of
all kinds and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house.
When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the
Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went
into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black
and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will
discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and
behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with
elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him
and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the
Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished
be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl
ccxxxvii.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him.
So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said,
'[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the
woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent
on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects
would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the
woman and put her to death; but they found her not..David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment
of honour of ultramarine..Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female.
Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.'
When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he
fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider
well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful!
(182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of
his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most
secret core..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my
cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When
such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.The king gave him money and men and troops
galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but
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he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at
a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the
other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth
to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and
sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and
his home..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man
sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the
ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I
been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper
heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my
house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife
and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).There was once, in the land of
Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It
misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that
he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he
bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Then he arose and going
in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy
commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the
King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the
occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions
accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben
Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;
indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My
heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a
basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn
possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her
sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are
fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.Then he wept till he
wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's
respite..The Eleventh Day..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and
bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful,
with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to
be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused,
and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding
delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to
enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be
malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my
commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and
kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths,
worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and
kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may
hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute,
improvised the following verses:.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought
her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons,
and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered
him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink
of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and
bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..As for the man, he committed
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his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from
himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying
alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning
neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day
appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the
gold.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the
Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was
written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for
belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught,
the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they
laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with
them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers
mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou
shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth
of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.Then said she to him, "O elder, I
would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to
me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself
therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam,
(32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink
thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and
hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the
water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink
and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be."
And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.When he had made an end of his speech, his wife
came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom
came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with
her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman
lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..The Sixth
Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..? ? ? ? ?
Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..When
King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her
therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him
and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a
pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and
they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of
this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he
rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject
and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the
hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor
may prevarication be therein.'.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in
his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going
to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and
ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door.
The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the
oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he
entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of
the house till the morrow..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his
people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase,
whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace,
behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and
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another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came.
Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by
little..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew
that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was
with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him];
so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had
not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes
and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses."
When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down
upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine
intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that
he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him
and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling
feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.The old woman returned to the man and told him what
the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved
her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body,
and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered,
'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her.
He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and
compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound
healed up.".There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two
sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted
and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour
to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that
transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil,
needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him
and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman,
that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of
patience.'.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii.
144..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but
an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to
him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his
stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove
somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they
have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to
thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news
may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that
thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not
bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say
it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was
opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor
cccvi.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.When the evening evened, the king
bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king,
that.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were
five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had
left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount
like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through
the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their
beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till
they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the
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brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? A
talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..Meanwhile
the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath
largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the
rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be
found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to
her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his
due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave,
except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Now the singer had entered and
the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a
state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer
spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came
forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they
ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good,
(197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence,
and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and
never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly
poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor!
Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat
amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so
he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own
[unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his
wife and the singer.".Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the
Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst
all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR
DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.Now the woman was in a
chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship
of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their
days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame
their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they
recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from
the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling
upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all
three..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take
them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of
their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they
stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling
and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for
beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he
came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought
him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to
suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of
the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me
two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the
breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the
secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi
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dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing
with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a
company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with
him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I
saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as
they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The
men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in
thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that
night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!
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