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Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go
to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the
fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering
her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of
Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my
device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will
abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers,
doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Destiny, Of, i. 136..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the
Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Now the woman was in a chest
and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of
the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days
of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their
land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they
recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from
the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling
upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..?
? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..Your water
I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Then she cast
the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not
in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and
kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst
accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get
me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of
her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I
find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave
from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her
once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..Then he girt his middle with a
handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the
youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat
down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed
himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the
master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their
affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the
master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young
merchant..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".?
? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my
dear!".Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And
Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth
thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have
not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am
thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly
entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn
removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O
boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he
recited these verses:.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street,
that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As
he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand
there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat
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and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in
quest whereof I am going about.'.When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk
dispersed that day..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..?STORY OF THE
CREDULOUS HUSBAND.Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE
SAILOR..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart
that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there
came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!"
Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy
turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he
said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my
lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him,
"Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my
story.'.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest
of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the
hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the
chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her
door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without
suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst
with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will
be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And
I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I
abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good,
and thou shalt get the better of him.".6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..When the king heard this, he said in himself,
"Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the
thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without
fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us,
and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the
saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and
indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of
honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that
I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to
casting furtive glances at me..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of
troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad
said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what
was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with
their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of
understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Patience, Of the
Advantages of, i. 89..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of
honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and
made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware
that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and
rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety
and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of
war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together
the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to
that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil
amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they
fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of
his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his
tribe..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her
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make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us
another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the
flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory
and washed..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.'
And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a
tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her
lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree,
she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she
repeated her speech twice and thrice..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best
acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that
which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit
called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he,
'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she,
'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that
he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a
she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her
sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her
swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein,
my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all
creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's
Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering
with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my
sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and
parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she
was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow,
and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet
stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the
ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he
heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah,
never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of
the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story
of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they
came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break,
the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the
way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on
his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..When Selim found
himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a
king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What is
the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou
not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went
with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is]
he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto
those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend,
who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a
certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had
need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give
him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time],
more or less..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in
apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution
sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following
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verses:.? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..Meanwhile,
Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him
and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little
while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to
him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?'
And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy
due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on
condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from
prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.So she made ready and setting
out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the
goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and
had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes
and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his
comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ?
? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not dcccciv.The Third Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me
not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all
abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her
cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not
marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other,
therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218)
Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than
that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and
assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and
said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and
wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a
marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was
silent..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak
he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she
was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going
in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and
answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my
daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an
old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His
uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee
in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke
not..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and
mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the
slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170)
furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute
and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.Selim
and Selma, ii. 81..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house.
"By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me."
And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's
house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect
turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and
left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door]
and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw
somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of
blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).So on
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the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and
gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who
seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I
had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied
the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he
answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the
prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".Then
said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his
father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to
meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to
the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain.
The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's
death..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of
the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier
withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..Women's Craft, ii.
287..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself,
'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the
Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed
from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein
a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on
till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who
attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..167. Kemerezzeman and the
Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it,
it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the
privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom;
whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred
not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him
into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed
by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings
of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a
man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king
committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ?
? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..154. King
Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she
said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with
repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,
whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her
like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter
and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ?
? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of
lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.When the king heard this, he was
certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said,
"Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it
on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They
decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying.
The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and
threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and
seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave
themselves up for lost..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they
feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are
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loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is
thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may
be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young
treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".Aboulhusn
abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el
Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady
Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest
thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a
kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy
hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?'
and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her
treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her
the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will
go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to
his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come
back to thee.".8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and
bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her
on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved
to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I
would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's
lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this
before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of
the poet in the following verses:."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with
merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then
he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now
this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged
him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter
would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and
took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and
set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.On this wise he continued
to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might
take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits]
as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my
dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?"
The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint
not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before
him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant
abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might
be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the
drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..28. Hatim Tai; his
Generosity after Death dxxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy
sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right.
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