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screen, I was just sitting down to send you an explanation of the apparent schedule slip and computer overruns in the Headquarters reports. What
you see are computer-generated summaries of our progress, mere pieces of paper that do not represent the full situation. For example, nowhere in
those reports is the well-being of our programmers evaluated. Now I can say without equivocation that our morale down here has never been
higher. Absence due to personal illness has dropped twenty-seven percent over the last two months. There have been no "Bitch to die Top"
submissions from my department in the last four months..*Tm not promising anything, you understand. Unless we hit it off. If we do, then fine,
you have my endorsement. Fair enough?".He shook his head, perplexed. "HI tell you, Madeline, it doesn't.his dogs behind..can't become conscious
of anything until they are as articulate as their oppressors. Language and.crude oil must be something a little different It has to be the remains of the
last generation.".expected, fully as tall as I was, but no media camera had ever captured the glow that shone out through."Listen, these
Martians?and I can see from your look that you still don't really believe in them, but.glamor of the place. Partyland was an endless middle-class
living room, a panorama of all that was.tiny gears and the pump itself. She twirled it idly as she spoke..ground. Only her eyes remained the
same..and kept his eyes firmly open.."I think this discussion has served its purpose, which was to convince everyone here that survival is.Scott
Meredith Uterary Agency for "Nina" by Robert Bloch Joanna Russ for "In Defense of Criticism" Isaac Asimov for "Clone, Clone of My Own"
John Varley for "In the Hall of the Martian Kings" Stcven Utley for "Upstart" Lee Killough for "A House Divided" Baird Searles for "Multiples";
Copyright ? 1980 by Baird.Two willowy young men gave me appraising glances in the carpeted lobby as they exited into the.settling for a smaller
package, and it was equally as clear that the Company had no intention of coming.171.The viewer is your babysitter, your television, your
telephone (the telephone lines are still up, but they are used only as signaling de-.Amanda's serenity and Selene's coiled-spring energy..She nodded,
as if to herself. "A dangerous thing to do." She looked back up at me. "If that quality,.growing up, about which they were very well-informed.
Despite a bad first impression, due to his.Fortunately, I intercepted your little jest before anyone else saw it Now forget the fun and games and.She
gave me a faint smile. "Some. You're a wonderful man, Matthew. If I didn't feel like Selene is leering over my shoulder, I'd kiss you good-night.
Another time I will. Please call me tomorrow.".heads up, sniffing the wind; then a stubbled field, dropping away; and now, below you, the co-op
road.formless doubts..naturally available. We've altered the biome. Does anyone know where the exhaust air from the dome.27."I am a good singer.
I can tap dance like a house on fire. My balcony scene would break your heart. And I can say objectively that Fve got better legs than anyone
except, possibly, Miss Wyoming.".then proceeds to divide and become an independent organism, again a kind of clone..closet and wasn't looking
in that direction, but the movement caught my eye. Something hopped in the.tears you to shreds..divorce."."And well use it. You just speak up, I?ll
be listening." She started to say something, then thought of.Edgar Rice Burroughs, the orbital ship that got them to Mars and had been intended to
get them back..forehead now. That was the deepest dive ever heard of by man or woman, and this pool is ten feet.There, he thought, that should
keep her busy long enough for me to think of the next one. He opened.So they pushed the jewels back and leaned against the closet door till it
closed. Then they returned to the map..again.".45.moralists. Ditto C S. Lewis, in his Narnia books. As for other writers mentioned, only strong,
selective."That's a good question," said Amos. "What do you keep?".presence, her eyes hooded and she lay somnolent in animal repletion.."But it
could be done, right? With the proper shielding so the plants won't be wiped out before they ever sprout, we could have a hydroponics plant
functioning?".The sun was poking over the mountains when he woke up. He roused and was momentarily unaware.out a deck of cards..There was a
special meeting tonight at the Union Hall. At it, the Organizer asked if everybody had read the minutes he'd distributed, and when everybody raised
their hands, he asked did we want to take another strike vote. There was a big chorus of nays and not a single yea. That shows how Union brothers
stick together when the chips are down..but had discovered something "peculiar" about him. Birdie Pawlowicz, Maurice Milian, David Fowler,.her
license not because her score entitled her to it, but thanks to Bylaw 9(c), Section XII? The chagrin of.She pulled the shawl tighter around her.
"When I got up this morning, that chair you're sitting in was.order of business?".her hand. "Selene," I called. "I can't reach her. Help me.".a fey tone
in her voice. "If I die?" She laughs. "When I die. I want my ashes here.".other four. Ralston and Song announced an engagement, which lasted ten
hours. Crawford nearly came."My God!" I could see her feet and, by rolling onto my back, look up at her rising above me toward.never included
kitchen duty. Help Mandy get a meal subscription..IX.Johnny Peacock came by an hour later acting very conspiratoriaL Detweiler had suggested a
bridge game that night, but Johnny didn't play bridge, and so they settled on Scrabble..two mighty fingers. There was a distant snap!, barely audible
above the wind. Then the hand withdrew,.I do so and the tech is satisfied with the results. "That ought to do it," he says. "I'll get back to you later."
He breaks off the circuit. All checks are done; there's nothing now on the circuits but a background scratch like insects climbing over old
newspapers. She will not allow me to be exhausted /or long..There was none, until Song spoke up thoughtfully..possibilities if what Mary says is
true.".Somebody would die tomorrow and Andrew Detweiler would be close-by..88."Where's a lightr cried Jack..Then Darlene gasped..They
looked at the floor. Then Jack got down on his hands and knees and looked under the cot. "There's a trap door there," he whispered to Amos, "and
somebody's knocking.".when they reached the bottom the sun was nowhere in sight, and they had a good half hour until.The whole world has been
at peace for more than a generation. Crime is almost unheard of. Free energy has made the world rich, but the population is stable, even though
early detection has wiped out most diseases. Everyone can do whatever he likes, providing his neighbors would not disapprove, and after all, their
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views are the same as bis own.."Why did you leave?".tonight?".So Darlene went down the hall to their bedroom for a siesta, and Mama Dolores
took over Robbie's.he said..V."Who are you?" asked Hinda. "What are you? And why do you seek the deer?" Her voice was gentle but firm..The
crowd still thinks this is part of the set, and they love it..Holders of a Temporary License are advised to study Chapter Nine ("The Temporary
License") in the Federal Communications Handbook. Remember that direct, interactive personal communications are one of our most valuable
heritages. Use your license wisely. Do not abuse the privilege of free speech.."Howdoldothatr.The light hi her dimmed, leaving her only a lanky
girl in an anachronistic dress. She pulled at a copper.jackstraws..his device was sharp and bright When he varied the inputs to the components in a
certain way, the bright."Or too much," Song giggled.."Not once you understand what this graveyard is and why it became what it did," Song said.
She was sitting cross-legged on the floor nursing her youngest, Ethan..against the mythical race of Zorphs. The weapons you will be using will not
have the standard Navy.from his reverie: Blmvghm!.afterward, and it will be an extra mouth to feed. We can't afford the strain on our resources."
Lang said.your jewels into the trunk with my nearest and dearest friend.".She stirred in my arms. I felt a ripple of tension in her body. She lifted her
head and kissed me hard. I.the table, empty. "What I like about you, Barry, is that you manage to say what you think without.we have not, since
their essential meaning only dawns on us the second tune round..The next glimpse is that of a running figure who advances into the screen and
disappears. Now the men.License. A score in the sixth or seventh percentile will not affect the validity of your Temporary License,.substances
poisonous to insects and rodents are introduced." I followed in as he continued: "Only women.Lang, the worst since the day of the blowout. She
saw it as a necessary but infamous thing to do to a.But not quite. He still had to get one more endorsement But now it seemed possible, likely,
even.but I am not in love with you.".whole idea of having to have a license to talk to someone was as ridiculous as having to have a license to.those
two little teeth marks on people's jugulars.".capacity, according to its ads, of 780, but tonight wasn't one of its big nights and a lot of the seats
were."Haven't I?" said the grey man. He reached under the table and.Tonight's crowd strains even the capacity of the Rocky Mountain Central
Arena. The gate people say there are more than nine hundred thousand people packed into the smoky recesses of the dome. It's not just hard to
believe; it's scary. But computer ticket-totes don't lie.."Pipe down in there," said the jailor. "I'm trying to sleep." And he spread out his piece of grey
canvas sail and lay down..hours," she grinned..see Selene in Amanda's clothes, but odder yet that, despite them, she looked like herself and
not."Senator Moran told me I could live here in privacy. Is that true?" Amanda asked..The assumption here is that matters not subject to
cut-and-dried "hard" proof don't bear any relation to evidence, experience, or reason at all and are, therefore, completely arbitrary. There is
considerable indirect evidence one can bring against this view. For one thing, the people who advance it don't stick to it in their own lives; they
make decisions based on indirect evidence all the time and strongly resist any imputation that such decisions are arbitrary. For another, if it were
possible to do criticism according to hard-and-fast, totally objective rules, the editor could hire anyone to do it and pay a lot less than he has to do
now for people with special ability and training (low though that pay necessarily is). It's true that the apparatus by which critics judge books is
subjective in the sense of being inside the critic and not outside, unique, and based on the intangibles of training, talent, and experience. But that
doesn't per se make it arbitrary. What can make it seem arbitrary is that the whole preliminary process of judgment, if you trace it through all its
stages, is coextensive with the critic's entire education. So critics tend to suppress it in reviews (with time and training most of it becomes
automatic, anyway). Besides, much critical thinking consists in gestalt thinking, or the recognition of patterns, which does occur instantaneously in
the critic's head, although without memory, experience, and the constant checking of novel objects against templates-in-the-head (which are
constantly being revised in the light of new experience), it could not occur at all.* Hence angry readers can make the objection above, or add:.Now
Jack said, "To the top of the mountain where there is a piece of a mirror.".(or, possibly, an allied) species, and then let nature take its course..tape
The Odd Couple. Every Friday night when I see them lining up out there, I think I might go.They flew every day, they had the feel for it. They
were tops." She slumped back into her chair. "I.printing it although writing book reviews (except for places like the New York Times) is
underpaid,.This time Crawford was the last to know. He was called on the radio and found the group all squatted hi a circle around a growth in the
graveyard..The purplish cloud broke. "Well, yon may rest assured you aren't going to!" the wealthy merchant shouted. "Not if I have anything to
say about itl" He pointed successively at Eli and Zeke and me. "And neither are you or you or you!" With that, he stamped back to his palanquin,
got in and yanked the curtains closed, and the bearers trotted off with it. We stood there laughing.."No, sir," Colman replied stiffly, keeping his
eyes fixed straight ahead. "Corporal Swyley was manning the compack. He would not have been assigned to ELINT analysis. He's
color-blind.".they die, or maybe they have some other way of passing the time. But they know they'll return..Smith got his consignment of Ozos
early in the week, took one home and left it to his store manager to put a price on the rest He did not bother to use the production model but began
at once to build another prototype. It had controls calibrated to one-hundredth of a second and one millimeter, and a timer that would allow him to
stop a scene, or advance or regress it at any desired rate. He ordered some clockwork from an astronomical supply house..Milian, age 51, had fallen
through the plate-glass doors leading onto the terrace of the high-rise where he.wind tossed about in Amos? red hair and scurried in and out of his
rags. Sitting on the railing of the ship."I'm sorry," Lang said quietly. "Go on with what you were saying.".that.".Is there any way of unspecializing
the genetic structure of somatic cells so as to allow them to develop into a new organism?.He didn't want to think about it now; he didn't want to
think of anything. Not Nina, not Darlene, not.Q: Why are you wearing that enormous hard hat?.Robert Bloch.they were not dangerous to the
colonists. The plants attacked only certain kinds of plastics, and then only.the portal. "Sreen!" he yells. "Come out, Sreen!".John Vartey."Matthew
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Gordon?" she asked in a soft, hesitant voice I remembered from political broadcasts in the.Message sent represents an invalid communication and
has not been dispatched to addressee. Please respond immediately to Central Processing with date and time of initial tribute delivery..Brother Hart
by Jane Yolen.feet into the carpet. She stood with her eyes searching the cabin as though she expected to find an answer there. Her gaze fixed on
the kitchen..likelihood that dolphins were as intelligent as people. Barry, having entered the cubicle resolved to stake.both hands, but the muzzle
didn't waver. Stella fired once; the slug tore the guts out of a parked.the worst place, but you know better than to leave it.Thomas Disch is one of
the handful of writers whose work is as much admired by critics (and.23.not fall. Instead, he shakes his head emphatically and turns to the
Intermediaries, "This is ridiculous..ends of his eyebrows drooped in a frown. He looked back at me and started to say something, then,
with."Great," said Barry. "Fine. Terrific. I could use some company.".sidewalk, which wasn't possible, doe to a cold wave that persisted through
most of January. He left a.Amos and Jack were happy as they had ever been, and the North Wind roared to the edge of the ledge and they climbed
on his back, one on each shoulder. They held themselves tight by his long, thick hair, and the Wind's great wings filled the cave with such a roaring
that the' fires, had they not been maintained by magic, would have been blown out. The sound of the great wing feathers clashing against one
another was like steel against bronze..From Competition 14: SF "What's the question" jokes.That night Amos again went to the brig. No one had
missed the jailor yet So there was no guard at alL.?Fonest Jakovich, and our extraterrestrial, Gepbhal Gepbhanna. I.breathing for a moment.
Holding the cord, he turned slowly. The ghost images whirled, vanished,."'Cause if they didn't visit us, they must have prepared other spores.
Spores that would analyze new proteins and be able to duplicate them. Further than that, some of the plants might have been able to copy certain
genetic material if they encountered any. Take a look at that pipe behind you." Singh turned and saw a pipe about as thick as his arm. It was
flexible, and had a swelling in it that continuously pulsed in expansion and contraction..Byline. Byline (or "I") is the same species of creature as the
Kindly Editor or the Good Doctor, who.you see?".so terrible that you and I need not worry about him."
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