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PERU A LAND OF CONTRASTS
? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..When Tuhfeh beheld
this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my
palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and
saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward
this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and
found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls
and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such
as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a
yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..His love on him took pity and wept for
his dismay, ii. 210..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and
laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade
her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the
Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this
fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him
and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child
cccclxvi.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of
the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed.
Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the
Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see
which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old
woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..When
the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till
the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for
meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These
were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup."
And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it
settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.It befell one day
that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to
sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise
he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from
him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with
him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is
the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou
give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of
this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning
their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..Then said Queen Es
Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented
flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers,
that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon
the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in
many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I
was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..6. Isaac of Mosul's
Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who
took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life.
So he bade him go away to his house..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course
appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of
him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so
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I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As
for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and
coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand
a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Officer's Story,
The Fifth, ii. 144..71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how
many a melting wight, iii. 86..Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii."When I returned from my fifth
voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and
afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the
goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout
ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands
and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to
fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall
I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I
am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the
caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid]
and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode
there..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less
complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta
(1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta
(1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents
for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in
containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two
hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The
dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the
closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd
ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of
Police cccxli.92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their
desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to
him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive
and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him
to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then
he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy
blood?".Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret
core..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand
dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which
is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master,
though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him
healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of
health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed
their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the
like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman
imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that
woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had
circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me
free,.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a
red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.Then they
spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of
Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to
Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between
them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with
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spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El
Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to
Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the
approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or
small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.So the old man put his
head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and
when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up
to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this
plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that
I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the
servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with
me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this
casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they
will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us
did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their
[other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith.
So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise
befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew
the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy
station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer
him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and
their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif
Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The
needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I
counsel thee, beware!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister
Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for
that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he
accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he
answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High
shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.? ? ? ? ? a.
Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour
and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of]
his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by
[hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The
king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave
him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their
country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his
daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied
themselves with the affair of the damsel..Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For
Fortune still spites those who her berate..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So
she improvised and sang the following verses:.Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day
and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to
her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely,
quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and
govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth
the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and
worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the
Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out
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his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member
they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king
bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the
air..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it
about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a
horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense
[from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far,
he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I
erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me,
"Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also;
so go in peace."'.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is
patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's
whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is
levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.The
Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and
divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better
condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..Now this was at the
beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon
and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont.
As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting
to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I
would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine
(183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on
whose brows the morning glitters bright.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage
communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he
went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of
thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat
down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the
case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and
donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with
them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,
and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and
every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell
one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it
was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said,
"Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and
behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..Accordingly, one night,
when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage
and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words
from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither
deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?'
Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,'
continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and
said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright;
whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief
had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him
thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was
startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them
what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king
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than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for
a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it
chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of
the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came
the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,
marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her
all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and
none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the
censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..55. The Poor Man
and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they
imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police
arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him
of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he
came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan
bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and
assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel
raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted
her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and
he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for
that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God
prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not
neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge."
Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord,"
rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her
on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this
affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck
not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his
house, married her..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of
the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif
sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of]
the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade
her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of
King, i. 150..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me
leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy
sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,]
(whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the
prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71)
Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he
were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and
his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..When the
king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted
and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord
El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was
become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and
with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and
commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give
King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..? ? ? ? ? But the
Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known
to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a
homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and
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knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to
her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined
and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to
the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly
and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and
question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her
and recited the following verses:.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they
sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it."
Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name
one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following
verses:.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning
yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed
wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the
headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his
affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should
be the king's will to put him to death..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk
in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest
not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days'
grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is
lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do
his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to
going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round
about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..?Story of Prince Bihzad..One of
the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep
and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so
much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed
his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his
cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a
quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny
entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode
perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he
sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant
draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat,
the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the
shining moon midst the starry train!.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115)
our trusty fere.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself
with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her
shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young
merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he
brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the
goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any
one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.'Twere fitter and better my loves
that I leave, i. 26..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God
incontinent." (119).Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso
considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how
they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration,
for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto
we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless,
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she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against
us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His
foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this
night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye
is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to
him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened,
there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till
yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more
generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who
returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did
this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing
that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En
Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish
the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my
sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.? ? ? ? ? Far though you
dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and
when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of
the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than
this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her
intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be
troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw
what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her
back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his
yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door,
put him out in the middle of the night..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way.
When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall
be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs
must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I
sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my
throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with
the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had
delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she
repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and
Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her
case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for
shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an
exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said,
"I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the
privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect;
yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all
legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride,
against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose
from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes.
Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with
discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows,
exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a
fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood
laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High,
the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..When the evening came, the king bade
fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know,
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