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NUNG ZAHLEN PER UEBERWEISUNG DURCHFUHRUNG EINER AUSBILDUNGSSITU
In the dark dumpster, tormented by ceaseless torrents of what-ifs, convinced that the spirit of Vanadium was going to slam the lid and lock him in
with a revivified corpse, Junior had for a while been reduced to the condition of a helpless child. Paralyzed by fear, withdrawn to the corner of the
dumpster farthest from the putrefying pianist, squatting in trash, he had shaken with such violence that his castanet teeth had chattered in a frenzied
flamenco rhythm to which his bones seemed to knock, knock, like boot heels on a dance floor. He had heard himself whimpering but couldn't stop,
had felt tears of shame burning down his cheeks but couldn't halt the flow, had felt his bladder ready to burst from the needle prick of terror but bad
with heroic effort managed to refrain from wetting his pants..An IV rack stood beside the bed, dripping fluid into his vein, replacing the electrolytes
that he had lost through vomiting, most likely medicating him with an antiemetic as well. His right arm was securely strapped to a supporting
board, to prevent him from bending his elbow and accidentally tearing out the needle..If the wife killer had cut himself accidentally, his writing on
the wall indicated a hair-trigger temper and a deep reservoir of long-nurtured anger..Why Cain, even if he was the father, should be interested in the
little girl was a mystery to Tom Vanadium. This totally self-involved, spookily hollow man held nothing sacred; fatherhood would have no appeal
for him, and he certainly wouldn't feel any obligation to the child that had resulted from his assault on Phimie..After she flushed, Angel stood on a
stepstool and washed her hands at the sink..Several large Dumpsters hulked nearby, dark rectangles less seen than suggested in the slowly churning
murk, like forms in a dream, as ominous as graveyard sarcophaguses, each as suitable for a musician's carcass as any of the others..According to
the brief biographic note with the picture, Celestina White was a graduate of San Francisco's Academy of Art College. She had been born and
raised in Spruce Hills, Oregon, the daughter of a minister..Celestina put Angel down, and the girl raced to the bathroom as Wally stepped into the
public hall and pulled the apartment door shut behind him.."Wally gave her tests. She's got an exceptional understanding of color, spatial
relationships, and geometric forms for a child her age. She may be a visual prodigy.".Great anger was apparent in the way that the uneven, red
block letters had been drawn on the wall in hard slashes. But the lettering looked like the work of a calm and rational mind compared to what had
been done after the three Bartholomews were printed..Instead of engaging in the confrontation for which he had been pressing ever since his first
visit, Vanadium surprised Junior by breaking eye contact, turning from the bed, and crossing the room to the door..In the late-afternoon light, on
this Christmas Eve, Barty was no ghost, no illusion..Unquestionably, if he hadn't killed Vanadium, the maniac cop would have blown him away.
That was clearly an act of self-defense..The glimmering bay and the shimmering amber candlelight provided the perfect atmosphere for the song
that arose now from the piano in the bar..of Zedd constituted the most thoughtful, most rewarding, most reliable guide to life to be found anywhere.
When Junior was Confused or troubled, he turned to Caesar Zedd and never failed to find enlightenment, guidance. When he was happy, he found
in Zedd the welcome reassurance that it was all right to be successful and to love oneself.He might suspect, but he couldn't know. He would but
would be left with at least a shred of doubt about Junior's.Agnes's big brother by six years, Edom had lived in one of the two apartments above the
large detached garage, behind the main house, since he was twenty-five, when he'd left the working world. He was now thirty-six.."Imagine me
thinking you'd be gone," she said to Barty. "Your old mum is losing it. I never made a deal with Rumpelstiltskin, so there's nothing for him to
collect.".Among Junior's many gifts, his ability to focus might have been the most important. Bob Chicane, his former instructor in matters
meditative, had called him intense and even obsessive, following the painful incident involving meditation without seed, but intensity and
obsession were false charges. Junior was simply focused."--and we're from different worlds, which I respect. I respect you and your wonderful
family ... your centeredness, your certainty. I want to do this only because it's what I owe you.".Evidently, Jacob had made a quick trip to his
apartment over the garage and, with no thought for mice and dust, had not closed the back door. Junior said, "You've caused me a lot of trouble,
you know." He'd been building a beautiful rage all night, thinking about what he'd been through because of the girl's temptress mother, whom he
saw so clearly in this pint-size bitch. "So much trouble."."Well, you ought to be," Grace said, taking her pies out to the Suburban that Wally had
bought solely for this enterprise..First room on the left. Move. Kick the door open. The sense of a larger space beyond, no bathroom this time, and
darker. Fan the pistol, gripping with both hands. Two quick shots: muffled cough, muffled cough.."Sure they do," Barty said. "But I think Maria
embroidered the birds just because they were pretty.".He followed an alleyway to the building's service entrance, for which he possessed a key that
wasn't provided to other tenants. He unlocked the steel door and stepped into a small, dimly lighted receiving room with gray walls and a speckled
blue linoleum floor.."I mean," said Dr. Lipscomb, "that I'm selling my practice and putting an end to my medical career. I wanted you to know.".As
Joey opened the driver's door and got in behind the steering wheel, he said, "Okay?".And like John Kennedy's death, Zedd's passing was cloaked in
mystery, inspiring widespread suspicion of conspiracy. Only a few believed that he had committed suicide, and Junior was certainly not one of
those gullible fools. Caesar Zedd, author of You Have a Right to Be Happy, would never have blown his brains out with a shotgun, as the
authorities preferred the public to believe..As red as Angel had been for her evening outing, she was that yellow for retirement to bed in her own
home. Two-piece yellow jersey pajamas. Yellow socks. At the girl's request, Celestina had tied a soft yellow bow in her mass of springy
hair..When Nolly sighed and frowned, his lumpish face seemed in danger of sliding off his skull, like oatmeal oozing off a spoon. "Mr. Cain, much
as I regret it, I'm afraid I'm going to have to return half of the retainer you gave me.".Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself
murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior
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discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or
had ever adopted a child..Dr. Daines spoke with Celestina in the corridor, outside the door to 724. Some of the passing nurses were nuns in
wimples and full-length habits, drifting like spirits along the hallway..The deejay announced song number four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a
Woman." The Fab Four filled the Studebaker with music.."I already told you-anything in your heart is as easy to read as the open page of a
book."."Yes, but it's a Catholic hospital, and they offer this option to all unwed mothers-doesn't matter what their religion.".Following a splendid
lunch, having just left the fourth gallery on his list and strolling toward the fifth, Junior didn't at once see the source of the quarters. Indeed, when
the first three rapid-fire coins hit the side of his face, he didn't even know what they were. Startled, he flinched and looked down as he heard them
ring off the sidewalk..Tom knew only three of the eight. Grace White, Angel, and Paul Damascus. The others were introduced quickly by
Celestina. Agnes Lampion, their hostess. Edom and Jacob Isaacson, brothers to Agnes. Maria Gonzalez, best friend to Agnes. And Barty..As to the
distressing matter of Seraphim's daughter, Junior at first decided to return to San Francisco to torture the truth out of Nolly Wulfstan. Then he
realized that he'd been referred to Wulfstan by the same man who had told him that Thomas Vanadium was missing and was believed to be
Victoria Bressler's killer..Admittedly, she had allowed herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all
opened the door to full belief.."Paul," she said, "you've got a lovely house, but Celestina and Grace are doers. They need to keep occupied. They'll
go stir-crazy if they don't stay busy. Am I right, ladies?".Paul couldn't remember when he began to love her. Not at first sight. But before she
contracted polio. Love came gradually, and by the time it flowered, its roots were deep..On Tuesday, January 2, Junior met with the drug dealer
who had introduced him to Google, the document forger, and he arranged to purchase a 9-mm handgun with custom-machined silencer..For the
first time in many months, Barty didn't want to sleep in the dark. They left the door of the room open, admitting some of the fluorescent glow from
the hallway..Toward the front of the house, along a hallway suddenly as dark as a tunnel, toward a vague light in the seething gloom. And here a
window at the end of the hall..She lived with her parents then. They had converted the dining room to a bedroom for her..The Selective Service
physician quickly declared Junior to be maimed and unfit. Quietly but with passion, Junior pleaded for a chance to prove his value to the armed
forces, but the examiner was unmoved by patriotism, interested only in keeping the cattle line of other potential draftees moving past him at a
steady pace..For more than two weeks, Agnes's heart had been a clangorous place, filled with the rattle and bang of hard emotions, but now a sort
of quiet had come upon it, a peace that, if it held, might one day allow joy again..64 just a little bit ago," the girl said. "I was sitting on the porch,
having a Popsicle, and I just figured it out.".sky grew sullen in the early twilight, and the city once more arrayed itself in the red gesso and gold leaf
that had indirectly illuminated Celestina's apartment ceiling the previous night..Junior was paying his dinner check and calculating the tip when the
pianist launched into "Someone to Watch over Me." Although he'd expected it all evening, he twitched when he recognized the tune..The fact that
Barty saw twisty spots with either eye closed had prepared Agnes for this bleak news. Yet in spite of the defense that foreknowledge provided her,
the teeth of sorrow bit deep..In a rocking chair, holding her tiny son in her arms, Agnes cried quietly. Often, Barty slept through her weeping.
Awakened, he smiled or squinched his face into a puzzled frown..When Agnes was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired by the
reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had heard "This Momentous Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun three
weeks later by popular demand, he'd urged Joey to listen. Joey had heard it on Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the birth
of his son..They knew no one named Bartholomew, and she had never heard the name from him before, but she knew what he wanted. He was
speaking of the son he would never see..They came to her, picked up the luggage that she had put down, and Edom said, "I'll drive."."Sit down, sit
down," Agnes urged. "I can offer coffee now and pie in a little bit.".By the time he got back to Spruce Hills, the early night had fallen. The pearly,
waxing moon floated over a town that glimmered mysteriously among its richness of trees, flickering and shimmering as though it were not a real
town, but a dreamland where a multitude of Gypsy clans gathered by the lambent amber light of lanterns and campfires.."You look very, very
handsome this morning, Mr. Barty, " squeaked Pixie Lee, who was something of a flirt. "You look like a big movie star.Beside her, the passenger's
door barked and shrieked as though alive as though suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of torment that only Agnes could hear
in the haunted chambers of her heart..On the fourth floor, at Dr. Klerkle's suite, the hall door stood ajar. Past office hours, the small waiting room
was deserted..As yet, he hadn't taken either an antiemetic or antihistamine to ward off vomiting and hives, because he wanted to medicate -against
those conditions as shortly before the violence as was practical, to ensure maximum protection. He'd intended to dose himself only after he
followed Celestina home from the gallery and could be reasonably certain that he had located the lair of Bartholomew..Although rain-pasted to her
skin, the fine hairs rose on the nape of her neck. The gooseflesh crawling across her arms had nothing to do with her cold, wet clothes..In Losen's
service was a man who called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food and drink
and garments and women, anything that might be used by enemy wizards against him; and also to inspect his warships. A ship is a fragile thing in a
dangerous element, vulnerable to spells and hexes. As soon as Hound came aboard the new galley he scented something. "Well, well," he said,
"who's this?" He walked to the helm and put his hand on it. "This is clever," he said. "But who is it? A newcomer, I think." He sniffed
appreciatively. "Very clever," he said..Having been a volunteer instructor of English to twenty adult students over the years, having taught Maria
Elena Gonzalez to speak impeccable English without a significant accent, Agnes was little needed as a teacher by her son. Even more than other
children, he asked why with numbing regularity, why this and why that, but never the same question twice; and as often as not, he already knew the
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answer that he sought from her and was only confirming the accuracy of his deduction. He was such an effective autodidact, he schooled himself
better than any college of professors that could have been assigned to him..As he entered, the visitor's back was to Junior, and he moved toward the
table, where dead Victoria sat with her head on her folded arms. She looked for all the world as though she were just resting..Otter shrugged..He
ardently wished that he hadn't killed her with such merciful swiftness. If he'd tortured her first, he would now have the memory of her suffering
from which to take consolation..This device, which could automatically pick any lock with just a few pulls of its trigger, was sold strictly to police
departments, and its distribution was tightly controlled. On the black market it commanded such a high price that Junior could have bought the
better part of a small Sklent painting for the same bucks..Three and a half days had passed since he'd pushed his wife off the tower, and in that time
he'd had no real fun. He was gregarious by nature, never one to turn down a party invitation. He liked to laugh, to love, to live, but he couldn't
enjoy life when he must remember at all times to appear bereft and to keep sorrow in his voice..Eventually Junior crossed the room to stand before
Industrial Woman in all her scrap-metal glory. Her soup-pot breasts reminded him of Frieda's equally abundant bosom, and unfortunately her
mouth, open wide in a silent shriek, reminded him of Frieda retching..Vanadium arrived and stood beside Junior. His black suit was cheap, but it fit
better than Rudy's..In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered at her hands as if she wanted to scrub them for a
long time under hot water..Maria said nothing, working busily, but Agnes recognized that special silence in which difficult words were sought and
laboriously stitched together..Ichabod passed Bartholomew through the open door to Celestina in the passenger's seat, went around the Buick, put
the tote bag in the back, and climbed behind the wheel once more..Weatherworkers used to carry a leather sack in which they said they kept the
winds, untying it to let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every weatherworker had a bag, a great long
sack or a little pouch..He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway,
and cried out in terror when Vanadium moved noisily in the backseat..He fiddled with the cylinder until it swung open. Five chambers, a gleaming
cartridge in each..Koko skidded to a halt, perplexed, looked left, looked right, floppy ears lifted slightly to catch any sound of Mistress
Mary..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen months, Junior should have located the
little bastard and eliminated him..At the mention of her son's name, Agnes stiffened. There were numerous ways for Deed to have learned the
baby's name, yet it seemed wrong for him to know it, wrong to use it, the name of this child he had nearly orphaned, had almost killed..In his car,
currently a Mercedes, he made three trips between his apartment and the garage in which he'd stored the Ford van under the Pinchbeck name. He
took precautions against being followed.."What was it like, Enoch? Did you look into her eyes when you pushed her?" Vanadium's uninflected
monologue was like the voice of a conscience that preferred to torture by droning rather than by nagging. "Or doesn't a woman-killing coward like
you have the guts for that? ".He hadn't lied to his mother. She assumed that by some quantum magic, he had regained his sight permanently, and
that this came with no cost. He merely allowed her to go to her rest with the comforting misapprehension that her son had been freed from
darkness.."Six hundred ninety-five people were killed in three states. Winds so powerful that some of the bodies were thrown a mile and a half
from where they were snatched off the ground.".From the devil to the sacred and then beyond, Junior drove north on State Highway 160, which
was proudly marked as a scenic route, although in these predawn hours, all lay bleak and black. Following the serpentine course of the Sacramento
River, Highway 160 wove past a handful of small, widely separated towns..Sunday morning, when Agnes returned from church, Edom and Jacob
joined her for lunch. During the afternoon, Jacob helped her bake seven pies for Monday delivery..He couldn't remember on what principle he'd
considered firing Magusson. In spite of his faults, the attorney was highly competent..His previous plan to create a tableau-butter on the floor, open
oven door-to portray Victoria's death as an accident was no longer adequate. A new strategy was required..able to reconcile these opposed forces,
she was all but paralyzed by indecision..Her hands were locked together in her lap, gripped so tightly for so long that the muscles in her forearms
ached. "What's wrong?".Too late for interrogation now, with Vanadium bludgeoned into eternal sleep and resting under many fathoms of cold
bedding..Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving the old stories of their
intellectual and ethical complexity, turning their action to violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes
brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly disturbing moral choices are sanitized,
made cute, made safe. The passionately conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied, stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in bright-colored
plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable.."Even in an infinite number of worlds," Wally objected, "there's no place I
was that stupid.".A cold wind raised a haunting groan as it harried itself around and around in the bronze hollow of the bell atop the church steeple,
shook dead needles from the evergreens, and resisted Paul's progress with what seemed to be malicious intent. Miles ago, between the towns of
Brookings and Pistol River, he had decided that he wouldn't again walk this far north at this time of year, even if the guidebooks did claim that the
Oregon coast was a comparatively temperate zone in winter..Worse, to make credible his anguish and to avoid suspicion, he would have to play the
devastated widower for at least another couple weeks, perhaps for as long as a month. As a dedicated follower of the self-improvement advice of
Dr. Caesar Zedd, Junior was impatient with those who were ruled by sentimentality and by the expectations of society, and now he was required to
pretend to be one of them-and for an interminable period of time..terrified, the thorns pricking so close to his eyes, green points combing his lashes.
He's too weak to resist, disabled.Although Vanadium had been morally certain about the identity of his assailant, intuition without evidence was
not sufficient to stir the authorities into action-not against a man on whom the state and county had settled $4,250,000 in the matter of his wife's
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mortal fall. They would appear either to be incompetent in the investigation of Naomi Cain's death or to be pursuing Enoch in the new matter out of
sheer vindictiveness. Without stacks of evidence, the political risks of acting on a policeman's instinct were too great..She worried that they would
argue with her, and though she knew that she was committed to her decision, she was afraid to have that commitment tested just yet..The
slow-motion death ballet, in which Bonnie and Clyde were riddled with bullets, was the worst moment Junior had ever heard in a film. He didn't
see more than a brief glimpse of it, because he sat with his eyes squeezed shut. Nine days previously, at Google's instructions, Junior had rented
boxes at two mail-receiving services, using the name John Pinchbeck at one, Richard Gammoner at the other, and then he had supplied those
addresses to the papermaker. These were the two identities for which Google ultimately provided elaborate and convincing documentation.."Do
you know him? " Edom asked, gazing longingly now at the open door, from which Jacob had turned away. "Obadiah Sepharad? ".Now, on his
kitchenette table, two nights after Maria's reading, Jacob finished integrating the four decks as he had done Friday in the dining room of the main
house. His work completed, he sat for a while, staring at the stack of cards, hesitant to proceed..When she discovered she was pregnant, Phimie
dealt with this new trauma as other naive fifteen-year-olds had done before her: She sought to avoid the scorn and the reproach that she imagined
would be heaped upon her for having failed to reveal the rape at the time it occurred. With no serious thought to long-term consequences, focused
solely on the looming moment, in a state of denial, she made plans to conceal her condition as long as possible..Bartholomew was dead but didn't
know it yet. Pistol in hand, cocoon in tatters, ready to spread his butterfly wings, Junior pushed the door to the apartment inward, saw a deserted
living room, softly lighted and pleasantly furnished, and was about to step across the threshold when the street door opened and into the hall came
Ichabod..Yet, with no recollection of rising from his chair, he found that he had shouldered his backpack and crossed the room. The three men
looked up expectantly..surreptitiously with Junior. He was accustomed to being an object of desire. This night, however, the only lady he cared
about was San Francisco herself, and he wanted to be alone with her..The high point of his day was coming home to Perri. They met when they
were thirteen, married at twenty-two. In May they would celebrate their twenty-third anniversary..Thus far, there were only two unexpected
developments, the first being his explosive vomiting. He hoped he would never have to endure another such episode..In southern California, Agnes
Lampion dreams of her newborn son. In Oregon, Junior Cain fearfully speaks a name in his sleep, and Detective Vanadium, waiting to tell the
suspect about his dead wife's diary, leans forward in his chair to listen, while ceaselessly- turning a quarter across the thick knuckles of his right
hand..guarantee against self-incrimination, a slap in the face of justice, a violation of the rights of man..NOT IN A MOOD to garden, but wearing
the proper gloves, Junior clicked on the foyer light, the hall light, the kitchen light, and stepped around the clubbed-smothered-shot nurse, to the
range, where he switched on the right oven, in which an unfinished pot roast was cooling, and the left oven, in which the dinner plates waited to be
warmed. He cranked up a flame again under the pot of water that had been boiling earlier-and glanced hungrily at the uncooked pasta that Victoria
had weighed and set aside,.One of the coin seekers knocked against Junior, jarring him loose of his paralysis, but when he stumbled out of the line
of fire of the second vending machine, a third machine shot quarters at him..On Friday evening, he had arranged for the drawing of the aces, but he
had not stacked the subsequent twelve cards to provide for the selection of four identical knaves at three-card intervals. He'd sat in stunned.By his
twelfth month, he was toilet-trained, and every time that he had the need to use his colorful little bathroom chair, he proudly and repeatedly
announced to everyone, "Barty potty.".Busily, earnestly, with great satisfaction, Junior redirected his anger at Celestina and at the man with her.
These two were, after all, guardians of the true Bartholomew, and therefore Junior's enemies..He tugged on a pair of thin latex surgical gloves.
Flexed his hands. All right..When Junior cut open a grapefruit for breakfast, he didn't find a quarter in it.
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