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SEVEN PARTS WOMAN
Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to
him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two
thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for
the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded
them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? a. The
Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her
mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story,
to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook
exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born
of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead
with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth
say..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..Accordingly, Ishac
bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be
upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the
treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of
thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and
tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight.
Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..7. Story
of the Hunchback ci.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the
eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine
eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to
perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou
slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel
to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself
with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before
her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and
they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in
this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255)
and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a
like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither
burden nor grievance to them..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he
saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis
came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye!
What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to
which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour?
Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..81. The
Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream,
whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and
saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my
reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl
and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the
singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she
to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will
do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying,
she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the
damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth
to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed
largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the
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Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen.
Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..Then he turned to a
damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity!
(33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth."
Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little
white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding;
so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to
him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were
diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses
for laughter..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king
seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with
one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one
who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which
his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I
will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire
not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his
daughter and fled with her..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for
that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one
old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman
shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to
bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger
and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose
thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and
played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my
choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair
fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default
appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of
the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story
of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's
continuance!" answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned
you in vain!.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is
impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for
good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot
avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let
him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the
booty]..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was
fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one,"
naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I
have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.'
Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a
long while, [without farther news]..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days
pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy
and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of
prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank.
Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story
unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to
others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom
and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath
shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should
endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil
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and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew
drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded
aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of
old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's
officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one
day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of
folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him,
'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he
knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice
and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his
troops..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.The Fourth Night of the Month..The
prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is
clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take
that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token
that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is
leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and
taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but
none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But
they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal,"
exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there
slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a
doughty knight,.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? f.
The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O
man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus.
Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for
thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the
sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay
them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the
thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief,
'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses,
charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred
dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy
merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five
hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty
years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he
gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned
man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his
session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife,
and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of
him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the
wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!'
Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or
unseemly..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..So, on the morrow, she made
her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her
hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous
grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him
and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking
with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered,
"No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk
on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.The Twenty-Second
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Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ?
The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he
drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far
from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed.
Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one.
Answer nothing, but obey..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his
father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself,
'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and
indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181)
[with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath
already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took
up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..When King Shah Bekht heard
this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own
house and come again at eventide..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses
come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.On this wise she abode a great
while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to
her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn,
sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell
a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then
she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following
verses:.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt
mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun
El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..It is said
that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night
drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case,
whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of
ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his
day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the
fare;.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat
of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to
the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him
forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and
fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook,
'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me
kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of
point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman
accused of Lewdness dccccvii.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took
with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him;
after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told
me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score
dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give
me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East
and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".The Eighth Day..? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the
lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made
him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most
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High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to
me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and
forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul
will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not
be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..As they were thus engaged, behold,
up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and
played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder
Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said,
"God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our
lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi
heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?"
Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son
of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".117. The Favourite and her Lover M.57. Werdan the Butcher's
Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to
consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles
of my fair..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and
remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he
had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot
stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I
will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of
having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will
escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take
the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.? ?
? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all
were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the
utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell
me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.When the king heard this story, he
said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at
home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land
and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went
a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted
them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar
of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the
earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at
the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he
greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly
boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest
of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Then she sent to acquaint her father with
this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked
upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and
the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his
speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to
the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I
slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who
sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and
whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou
hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to
king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.27. Alaeddin
Abou es Shamat dxx.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits
and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the
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abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O
Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a
queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast
drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service,
and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that
wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so
peace be on thee!"'.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one
the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a
scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I
rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my
greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but
I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to
me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul
Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the
extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression
that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of
it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part
of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights
are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights)
at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their
way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would
(apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come
across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..? ? ? ?
? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..Now the king was a very old man and
destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and
of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us
with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught;
whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they,
'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'
answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought
her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and
when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth
to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy
themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me,
arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who
used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem
or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he
sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or
less..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? To
Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of,
i. 138..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were
moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from
which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath
reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more
diverting than all that hath been told to you.".When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the
coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of
accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the
youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art
praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base
origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou
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hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that
bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman
dccccxviii.Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the
two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently
they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of
all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS
WIFE..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour
ccxcvii.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.The Seventeenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? d.
Prince Bihzad ccccliii.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? O breeze
of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may
delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's
Commandment dccccix.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said,
"Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on
exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty
years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom
he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to
him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So
the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I
was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful
marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Now King
Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water,
and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein,
and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child
and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall
take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his
head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou
Teman..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and
[presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in
the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his
anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter
said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And
he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne,
embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And
they abode weeping, all three..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.108. Ali ben Tahir and
the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the
story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was
indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to
be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24)
moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the
woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow
rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the
Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they
exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.? ? ? ? ? I watch the
stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and
to my soul,.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el
Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him
company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik
es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was
the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to
his master..I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were
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weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the
boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth
your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now
each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women,
one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream,
where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the
jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to
drink of wine and ditties still to hear?
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