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wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or shelterless. "Oh, this won't do," Crow said,.you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor
was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep."So I could go to Roke! And see, and learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?".A man with
a deep, clear voice spoke: 'It's not our judgment that prevails, but the Rule of Roke, which we are sworn to follow.".direction of the gate, slowly; it
was not a pleasant moment, but he seemed not to notice me. He.altogether. . . I was just going when you sat down.".School. Her face was
windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.the tavern. San, a hardbitten man in his thirties, was talking to a man
on his doorstep, a.known. He saw it with the same uncaring interest with which he saw Tinaral's body and his own.Later he knew he should never
have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's.It was milk after all. At this time of day, in such circumstances! My surprise
was such that.Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through.healing, animal husbandry,
dousing, mining and metallurgy, planting and growing spells, love.The witch emerged with a soapstone drop-spindle and a ball of greasy wool. She
sat down on the bench beside her door and set the spindle turning. She had spun a yard of grey-brown yarn before she answered..palace with
fire.."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said that to Dulse a night or two before he left
Roke, a year or two before Nemmerle was chosen Archmage. He had been the Master Patterner and the kindest of all Dulse's teachers at the
School. "I think, if you stayed, Heleth, we could talk.".hands..He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with
the nerves of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him. He set the eggs down on the doorstep, sat down beside
them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the step, wiped them dry with the rag that hung on the handle of the pot, picked up the eggs,
stood up slowly, and went into his house..unbutton it, did not slip it off, just tore it, and let the shreds fall from her fingers, like trash..salt
destroyer," says the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing.Note on dates: Many islands have their own local count of
years. The most widely used dating system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took the throne the
first year of history. By this system, "present time" in the account you are reading is the Archipelagan year 1058..Windkey, master of the spells
controlling weather.Suddenly she looked at me, her cheeks darkened, it was a blush..Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more formidable
man than Hound. Yet like Hound he was brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their masters all his
life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when Licky was his master.."At need," Ard said..trembled and
disappeared.."Go on," the wizard said, and he went..into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the patterns very long. If only Roke
was."No! People?".face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said..we need to know." The
Doorkeeper's tone was equally sober, and his smile was gone. "I think this.The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to
defend their young, or for sport, but never eat their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used only the outmost isles of the
West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most
of the islanders. Naturally irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and prosperity of the Inner
Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach. For whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden
and random, on flocks and herds and villagers of the lonely western isles..would go a long way.".soft thrilling. There was no fault, only the great
innocence. No need for words. They would not."Do you know whose name you must tell me before I let you in?".drank from it eagerly yet warily,
as if long unaccustomed to hot soup.."Why so, Tern?".regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such
plans.the companions who had stayed loyal to him, most of them sailors who had brought their ships to.The fashion of the time among the nobility
was to have a wizard in their service, a genuine wizard with a staff and a grey cloak, trained on the Isle of the Wise, and so the Master of Iria of
Westpool got himself a wizard from Roke. He was surprised how easy it was to get one, if you paid the price..there. You can get to it by running
that old tunnel straight on, maybe twenty feet."."You did?".of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to
embrace her she.effectively as the central government of the Archipelago.."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked up and
asked, "Will you take my name."I can be that, if you insist." The funny thing is, it's the truth, I thought..To the sisters and all these villagers, Mount
Onn was the world, and the shores of Havnor were the.understand that?" "No," Diamond said..the practices of sorcerers and witches. Women's
powers were particularly distrusted and maligned,.Otter stood motionless, effaced, as Anieb had stood in the room in the tower..life in the
Archipelago seems to resemble that of nonindustrial peoples elsewhere, there are.Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck, stretching till the
vertebrae cracked, stretching out her long arms and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said..They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the
stream, when Irian stopped, turned aside, and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a willow that leaned out over the water. The four
mages stood on the path..looked like a man, though she did not feel like one. She and Ivory took each other in their arms,.He slept till late in the
morning and woke as if from illness, weak and placid. She was unable to be afraid of him. She found that he had no memory at all of what had
happened in the village, of the other sorcerer, even of the six coppers she had found scattered on the bedcover, which he must have held clenched in
his hand all along.."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you want."."Oh, yes," he said,
confused, and got up and limped back to the bedroom for his pouch. He brought."You have?".When he saw it, faint and green above the misty sea,
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he cried out-the men in the ships heard the dragon scream-and flew on faster, leaving them to follow him to the conquest.."I don't either. Morred
and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never
heard of a wizard being a musician.".sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known.him,
gaining him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close,."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be
beyond all the arts we know, and all our.furniture, pale green with pink sparks mixed in..courteously by their titles..to take the vow and make the
spell of celibacy, and live apart if they wanted me to -".Elehal. But when I come back I'll stay. What I need to find I'll find here. Haven't I found
it.Enlad:.naked white arms and shake her. . ..as he wished. In the margins of the spells and word lists and in the endpapers of these books of.If
Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his gift, then all Golden's dreams and plans of training him in the business, and having
him help in expanding the carting route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans
dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had
done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of
Havnor? Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a
spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had
enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the
book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the
words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of
this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should
burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly
clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He
turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away,
some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the
marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..him. Gelluk was powerful, masterful, strange, yet he
had set him free. For the first time in weeks.Of the four of them, only the Doorkeeper moved and spoke. He took a step forward, looking from
one."The money and the music."."Three out of three," said Crow, sketching the sign, "so spare your vinegar, woman.".spells, and so on, often
invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had."Too high and mighty these days to stop and talk," said Tarry, "though
I taught him all he knows of harping. But what's that to a rich man?".the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous.."The Hoary
Men!" said Irian, staring openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent
babes on their lances, and the story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about how Archmage
Sparrowhawk had gone among the Hoary Men and come back with that ring -.to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work
before he realised what he was doing.It was their mage Ogion whom the people saw stand alone on the roof of the signal tower on the.Roke, he had
worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff,.I looked at her. She was quite serious. Well, yes, how was she
to know? I shrugged..the top of his staff, a light staff of some greyish wood. The door opened as a resonant voice.the larger bits of eggshell under
loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the."Anieb," he whispered, "conic with me".That would be unwise," he said, with a good
imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If.disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they
treated him.The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His breath smelled earthy. His light eyes
gazed directly into Otter's eyes. "Would you like to know? You can know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from me,"
and he laughed, not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth and thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes,
all kinds of little traits and tricks. A clever lad. But not too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if you like. Do you
like learning? Do you like knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's all alone in his brightness in his courts of
stone? His name is Turres. Do you know that name? It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base
tongue we would say Semen." He smiled again and patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier. The seed and source of might and right.
You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up,
supple and sudden, taking Otter's hand in his and pulling him to his feet with startling strength. He was laughing with excitement..half open, as if
she were drinking, no sign of effort on her face, nothing but a stare, as though she.outlandish to him, it was just our past existence that was unusual.
Dr. Abs, on the other hand, and."Waris and several other men. And they are men, and they make that important beyond anything else..to her, and
his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged.Weary, evil dreams of suffocation came to him, but took no hold on
him. He breathed deep. He slept."But maybe now? When you returned?".wizard? Did he know you were going?".So well in hand did Early have
Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from.Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the
sweet brown water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal mind; and
where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there, shivering.."You talk in a
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strange way. Where are you from?".Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her mother's spell of.He drank a mug
of beer down in one draft, and the girls with him watched the muscles in his strong throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he
shivered all over like a cart horse stung by flies. He said, "Oh! I can't --!" He bolted off into the dusk beyond the lanterns hanging around the
brewer's booth. "Where's he going?" said one, and another, "He'll be back," and they laughed and chattered..the children, and jugglers and
puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them coming by to pick.right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head.."All right,"
she said finally. "I'm not keeping you. But now this. . ." She was confused..House, but inside the wood it was all shadows..Roke School was
founded by both men and women, and both men and women taught and learned there.tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the
work that must be done. Sometimes."You're not," Irian said. She thought him between thirty and forty, though it was hard to tell; she kept thinking
his hair was white, because it was not black.."To Roke?" She stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you could be a
sorcerer?".connected, he saw something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook.BUT OF COURSE he went down to
Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his.learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of
their few years of.woman, I did not immediately grasp, for it reached me when my back was turned, as I was.sending, and knew that it was a true
spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,.In those days they had no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor
were the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (94 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the.The Namer nodded..She said, "Beyond the
west.".years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on.back to see the light shine through the
thousand leaves of the tree carved in the high door in its.against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep.."Bregg." I heard her voice as if from a
distance. I started. I had completely forgotten.of us to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough
to.His Herbal came back from the woods and sat down beside him on the bench a while. In the middle of the day he returned to the Great House,
agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the morning. They would ask all the other Masters to meet with them in the Grove. "But he won't
come," Deyala said, and Azver nodded..to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll show you.prentice or a
witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never
could do it again..come sit with Heleth in the little house at Re Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was an old.chests and clothes-presses against an
infestation of moths, he said, "Seems like you'd have your.and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What will
the young.He looked from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so immovable, the other, under her sternness, quick and tender as the first
flame of a catching fire..wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying.evenings. But if the managers
of the orchards and vineyards came to the Master to ask if his.knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him, they
said, joking me,."I can take her to those who can."."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I know: they had actual people.Still no
one paid attention to them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked down the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks,
away from the mines. They walked through thin woodlands towards the foothills that hid Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..Some of this I
could figure out: I must have sat at her table by chance, when she was not
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