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Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety."
But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and
acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with
her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her
heart..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi
cccxcii.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace,
a greeting debonair,.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt
doubt and certainty..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder,
may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose
and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she
required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they
ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself,
wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced
therein..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's
mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by
that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from
the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade
one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid
their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one
another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the
audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him
joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops
according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and
abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and
dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and
said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..Lewdness, The
Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb.
Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Jaafer
ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? And
troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook.
'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the
covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the
cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep,
while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.One of the good-for-noughts found himself
one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the
sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he
came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and
sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So
the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of
kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the
cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should
do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..101. The Adventures of
Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and
consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my
master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk,
and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me
with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from
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island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I
also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders
weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee."
"Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye,
What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..When the old man heard her
words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who
was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I
use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful
Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she
drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls
of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in
which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that
will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with
thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el
Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my
case with thee and he gave me this.".Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that
mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their
booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and
the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided
the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to
his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison
of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king
waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?'
And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O
fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his
guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the
singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling
with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive
me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear
that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her
clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or
absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit,
who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder
returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with
whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great
while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair
whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king
persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the
girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..Now the
king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were
the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying,
'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess,
without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain
the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee
without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring
me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..Now the king's son was playing in the
exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired
who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly,
they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him,
'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is
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thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing
him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all
that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF
BAGHDAD. (46).?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady
Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous
to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn,
for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece
of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead
of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy
stake.".What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came
in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put
out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not
of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the
assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a
single hour?".76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned
the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.When twenty days had passed by, each
[egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto
no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover,
they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or
fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the
old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to
the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this
wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's
contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy
and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added
the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched
from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and
reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a
trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's
middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so
the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when
he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to
the mouth of the pit and went away..Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore.
(202).[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad
[ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that
thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure,
(73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of
him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a
swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house,
saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to
me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face
and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of
thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock
of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords,
and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night
Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch
said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that
she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew
that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth
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the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of
deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she
hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I
knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break
of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her,
and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her
in with him..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and
sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in
aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.Then he
wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that
night's respite..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor cclv.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Baghdad, El
Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now
incline, iii. 112..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I
bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave
her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that
she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did
with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two
youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i.
209..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and
behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair
and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled
and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the
horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the
pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe,
embroidered with all manner colours..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of
understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier
plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted
of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to
her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This
is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself
by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And
nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as
thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and
contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me,
Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he
said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not
forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward
thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere
that visited my bed..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? She
let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares,
forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up
with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The
heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles
of my fair..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was
absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch
presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et
Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst
contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I
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know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,
"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..'It is told of a certain doughty thief,
that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee
from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and
this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is
with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and
take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go."
But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst
me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and
said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell
to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.'
'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day,
there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed
me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and
said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..Then he kept them
under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair,
found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of
speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their
heads!".So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who
forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he
cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the
adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so
haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of
dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.'
Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put
her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all
this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before
thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I
said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an
thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the
underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came
down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this
place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning,
assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is
this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may
observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state
of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its
production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially
is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single
instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered
into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in
those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in
the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once
more to tender my warmest thanks..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..Then
said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I
acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am
Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the
Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the
city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours
and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me."
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Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of
the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them
and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou
art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went
out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and
would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she
gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have
eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make
excuse to him for me.".Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who
drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my
journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time
Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister
and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then
will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go
with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of
price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and
ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast
need..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city.
When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen
his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he
called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the
treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was
other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the
backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the
goodliest of the folk of his time..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and
do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me,
and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I
possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the
hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine
oath.".66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.Hardly was the
night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on
her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from
thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest
him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she.
'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst
thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain
myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this
youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his
throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he
lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a
bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be
solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he
addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his
dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the
setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues,
red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art,
whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas
said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name
Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Sons, The
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Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make
it whole?.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the
ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter
rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city,
for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear
to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the
astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt
not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.'
Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that
seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.The
prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?'
Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of
the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot
make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of
thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a
parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he
came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein,
betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was
confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath
betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last,
from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she
told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was
therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of
Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban,
and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his
loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the
coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over
all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided
her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of
the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her
pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and
how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours
among the Jinn..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to
withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of
governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And
indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both
to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed
his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my
counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..To return to the queen his wife.
When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay
herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered
to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in
misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that
accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his
goods were put under seal.
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