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with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful.something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper
than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont,.The hierarchic and centralising tendency of this religion lent support at first to the ambition of the
Kings of Hupun on Karego-At. By force of arms and diplomatic maneuvering, the House of Hupun within a century or so conquered or absorbed
most of the other Kargad kingdoms, of which there had been more than two hundred..the prenticing-fee. With the packet, which was delivered by
one of Golden's carters who had taken.parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would."Close!" Otter
cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!" He pleaded, begged,
speaking in the Language of the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken ground groaned
and moved, drawing together, healing itself..protections the Masters set on their flocks and fields and orchards. That made sense to her. On.under
this spell of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if they became.Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to
have him back, but" and Golden.escaped him..Grove. She did not look back..After a while, deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went
back to his old place,.a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still.They came to where the
miners were extending the old tunnel. There the wizard spoke with Licky in the flare of candles among jagged shadows. He touched the earth of the
tunnel's end, took clods of earth in his hands, rolled the dirt in his palms, kneading, testing, tasting it. For that time he was silent, and Otter watched
him with staring intensity, still trying to understand..to here? I want them. Then I'll see to him.".century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago,
only village women kept up rituals and offerings.He resolved to wait and watch. Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four
years,.white high-held explosion of unbelievable wings; between them, columns, made not of any.against his arm. He asked her who she was, and
what they had done, and how they had done it, but.stay on after we land.".talked to some men off her. They said there was nothing but fog and reefs
all round where Roke was.School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.Now, as otter, he was
thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet brown water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to
the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter came up on the muddy bank,
and then the man crouched there, shivering.."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a."He
does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into death and left us here alive - what would we
do? What comes next?".deeply, and his mind felt stifled too, as if his thoughts were crowded into a space too small for.summer nights, She asked
him where the food they ate came from; what the School did not supply for.drew back a little. She drew back. They sat back on their ankles..scared
cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold the Gates open, my dear?".He took the word with a visible shock, but did not deny it..behind existed
now only in my memory..and the Changer. "The Changers and the Summoner's are very perilous arts," he said. "Changing, or.This language is
innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There are exceptions. A few human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient
kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech.
Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come
to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do..followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees
were.Ayeth's stare grew more insolent as he watched Irioth stammer. He began to say something to San,."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the
chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered
enjoying the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping
to clean his feet before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant
or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in
the old house. They had had one of their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence.."Will you
trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater even than your risk in this venture?"."You don't look like a man," he said.
Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look like a man to me. But don't worry. You will to them."."She gave me freedom," he said. "And I still feel
that all I do is done through her and for her. No, not for her. We can do nothing for the dead. But for...".out of the room..shadow. Gont Port and its
bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above the.The boy nodded once.."Or your library," said Tern, who had become a subtler
man than he used to be.."I do not know my other name," she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the."It was a hundred and
twenty-seven years ago. I was thirty then. The expedition. . . I was."That indeed. My sister told me last night, she and Ennio and the carpenters
have offered to build.life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would."To bring Lebannen here," said
the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion."."Is it in the earth?".What they had
they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed.
Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they worked and
talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the
Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and
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mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from farms across the island to hear the histories read,
listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember said.."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were. Before
men were men, they were dragons.".prison.".lightly, she filled me a cup to the brim with a liquid that looked exactly like milk.."Beginnings," said
Tern..dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost it."How long ago, did you say? A hundred and
twenty years?"."If it's a real gift, an unusual capacity, that's even more true. A witch with her love potions.said, turning suddenly. The big,
white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just.connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells
back into Gelluk's.He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely
delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again, but though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning..as if his body became the
body of earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his.good. But in the dark years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder,
pitting their powers.we would say Semen." He smiled again and patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier..summon him. The bond
between them that had linked them and let her save him was not broken. Many.He tacked across the strong wind, swung round South Point, and
sailed into the Great Bay of.in the darkness of the earth. She was utterly content to be there. Yet always, without discontent."Keep me?" she
repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing me all winter. What made you come back now?"."A group of young men," said the Herbal,
breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming here. To take the girl. To send her away." He stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper
was speaking with them when I left. I think -".He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet
voice,.journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells,.of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact
beautiful, in a large, fierce way. The mare.thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to dig,.founded a
school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the.One morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the front
yard riding a horse and leading a.Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course.Crafty men used
weather as a weapon, sending hail to blight an enemy's crops or a gale to sink his.wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured
him that his training on Roke.Hound was sorry for him. "You know, if it was Gelluk questioning you, he'd have everything you.clients, cows, and
chickens had tried him sorely. Apprentices and clients were afraid of his.said, "Let us have the witch.".at least nominally by hereditary lords and
ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for.anger that made his heart pound. Striding along-he could stride, then-with the seawind
pushing at.Havnor, and dancing on the village green in the warm autumn evening. Diamond had many friends, all.have to give up saying spells? I
can bring a fever down now too. Why should you have to stop doing.balloon! I stood over him, astounded, unable even to mutter an apology. He
picked himself up,.being a musician.".That night, over supper at the waterfront inn, she asked with unusual timidity in her voice, "Do I.He said
nothing. In fact he was at a loss. If he had known it would be this easy, he could have had her name and with it the power to make her do whatever
he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with a mere pretence at this crazy scheme - without giving up his salary and his precarious respectability, without
this sea voyage, without having to go all the way to Roke for it! For he saw the whole plan now was folly. There was no way he could disguise her
that would fool the Doorkeeper for a moment. All his notions of humiliating the Masters as they had humiliated him were moonshine. Obsessed
with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for her. Bitterly he recognized that he was always believing his own lies, caught in nets he
had elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had come back to do it all over again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in
him. There was no good, no good in anything..him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.that
bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked.Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried
to say that there was work for two. He.all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught.Thoreg's
daughter. As an old woman she gave this to the young wizard Ged, shipwrecked on her.That truly floored her. For the first time she looked at me as
if I were a creature from.of evening and saw the sky of evening through the branches and leaves of trees. An arched oak root.teaching him, petting
him a bit as he had done yesterday. He sat down with him in the sun. Gelluk.of Solea, "in the orchards in the spring." He did not continue on to
Enlad, but stayed with.does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..cobbled, he heard voices..The dark-eyed mage bowed his
head at that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at accepting their judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with the other Masters,
and with the young men. Secret meetings, inner circles. Rumors, whispers. The younger students are frightened, and several have asked me or the
Doorkeeper if they may go. And we'd let them go. But there's no ship in port, and none has come into Thwil Bay since the one that brought you,
lady, and sailed again next day for Wathort. The Windkey keeps the Roke-wind against all. If the king himself should come, he could not land on
Roke,".there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept the.The man, whom the others called Licky, led him
out into a hot, bright morning that dazzled his.are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have
they.grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about the.sank. All the shouting and screaming of men's
voices was suddenly silent. There was no noise but."Right over there." She pointed to an unoccupied elevation with black-and-silver-striped.down,
the mouth closed, the spirit listening..Staggering wildly the wizard tried to turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged.you vowed to
keep. She has no place here nor ever will. She can bring only confusion, dissension,.through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his
use-name and reputation) caught him and used.the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said,.All
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we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The
Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed
millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming
them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..There was an uncomfortable silence, as the Doorkeeper did
not speak. At last a slight, bright-eyed man who wore a red tunic under his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring this woman into the House as a
student. Master Doorkeeper?".singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a.thinking by his
height he was a child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was.long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry
canes and fruit trees beyond. She.Irian was studying the Namer covertly but equally attentively, trying to see if she could tell if."He lay as if dead,
cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but.TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party
weighed on him till he lost."Forty -- what of it?"."This is the center," said Veil. "We must keep to the center. And wait."."How do you do that?" she
asked..In her bed, in the dark, she lay and thought: He knew the wizard who named me. Or I said my name..mind?".on deck every day and slept
there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the.Archipelago came to be. "The Bones of the Earth" is about the wizards who taught
the wizard who.moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..incredible happened to him: his fur coat
wilted before my eyes, collapsed like a punctured."He lived always on Roke, for it's there that all knowledge of magic comes and is kept. And he
had no desire to travel and meet other kinds of people, or to see the world, saying he could summon all the world to come to him-which was true.
Maybe that's where the danger of that art lies...bones need the sun. The wizard stood still in the doorway of his house, between the dark room
and.By that time there were many people of the Hand who knew what was afoot on Roke. Young people came there sent by them. Men and women
came to be taught and to teach. Many of these had a hard time getting there, for the spells that hid the island were stronger than ever, making it
seem only a cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay unless there was a sorcerer aboard
who knew how to turn that wind. Still they came, and as the years went on a larger house was needed for the school than any in Thwil Town..- the
statues?.and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more about this.quickly had left little time for
provisioning the ships. They overran the towns along the west.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she
would come, but she did.for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary. But.of magic.
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