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wickedly sharp silver scimitar suspended by a filament more fragile than a human hair..Mustering all her hostess skills, Agnes gradually turned the
conversation from disastrous explosions to Fourth of July fireworks, and then to reminiscences of summer evenings when she, Joey, Edom, and
Jacob.Although first-rate, the surgical team wasn't able to reattach the badly torn extremity. Tissue damage was too extensive to permit delicate
bone, nerve, and blood-vessel repair.."I think we could wind up as crazy as he is, if we tried long enough to puzzle out his twisted logic."."You
know Mommy," Barty said, almost desperately sponging up the sight of his little girl's face and wringing the images into his memory to sustain him
in the next long darkness..The presence of the brochure disturbed Vanadium also because he assumed that after being dead-ended by Nolly, Cain
had subsequently discovered that Celestina had taken custody of the baby to raise it as her own. For some reason, the nine-toed wonder originally
believed the child was a boy, but if he'd tracked down Celestina, he now knew the truth..Dr. Walter Lipscomb's fingers were longer and more
supple than the pianist's, and he had the presence of a great symphony conductor for whom a raised baton was superfluous, who commanded
attention by the mere fact of his entry. A tower of authority and self-possession, he said to the becalmed Neddy, "I am this child's physician. She
was born underweight and held in hospital to cure an ear infection. You sound as if you have an incipient case of bronchitis that will manifest in
twenty-four hours, and I'm sure you wouldn't want to be responsible for this baby being endangered by viral disease.".The report on the tower
forced Junior to consider his mortality; fear, hurt, and self-pity roiled in him. His voice trembled with offense: "You do know, Mr. Magusson, what
happened to my Naomi was an.Leaving Spruce Hills, Junior thought he was putting distance between himself and his enigmatic enemy, gaining
time to study the county phone directory and to plan his continuing search if that avenue of investigation brought him no success. Instead, he had
walked right into his adversary's lair.."I could have been killed," Junior Cain repeated, suddenly so horrorstruck by this realization that an iciness
welled in his gut, and for a while he wasn't able to feel his extremities..He gently drew the covers over his wife's ruined body, to her thin shoulders,
but arranged her right arm on top of the blankets. He straightened and smoothed the folded-back flap of the top sheet..Chicane wasn't alone. Sparky
Vox, the building superintendent, approached behind him and hovered. Seventy-two yet as spry as a monkey, Sparky didn't walk so much as
scamper like a capuchin..This bond between the Lampion and White families, which Grace had already heard about from Paul, came as news to
Celestina as much as to Agnes. It inspired more reminiscences of lost husbands and the wistful wish that Joey and Harrison could have
met.."Fifteen fifty-six?" Bill frowned. "Hell, the Chinese probably didn't even have mud back then.".Then he looked up at the massive limbs
overhead, and the mood changed: A sense of impending insight at once gave way to the fear that an unsuspected fissure in a huge limb might crack
through at this precise moment, crushing him under a ton of wood, or that the Big One, striking now, would topple the entire oak..He had
experienced considerable self-revelation during the past eighteen hours, but of all the new qualities he had discovered in himself, Junior was most
proud of the realization that he was such a profoundly sensitive person. This was an admirable character trait, but it would also be a useful screen
behind which to commit whatever ruthless acts were required in this dangerous new life he'd chosen..He didn't want to lean inside and peer over the
front seat. He had no weapon. He would be unbalanced, vulnerable..Alone with Agnes, the physician said, "I want you to take Barty to a specialist
in Newport Beach. Franklin Chan. He's a wonderful ophthalmologist and ophthalmological surgeon, and right now we don't have anyone like that
here in town.".When she turned to him again, he had already slipped into his jacket and snatched the car keys off the foyer table. He put his left
hand under her right arm, as though Agnes were feeble and in need of sup-.In that slow, flat delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly
impatient, Detective Vanadium said, "We all were, Doctor. It was another election year, remember? More than once during that campaign, I
could've chugged ipecac. What else would work if I wanted to have a good vomit?".He hadn't intended to enter the gallery. No one in his usual
circles would attend this show, unless in such a state of chemically altered consciousness that they wouldn't be able to recall the event in the
morning, so he wasn't likely to be recognized or remembered. Yet it seemed unwise to risk being identified as a reception attendee if Celestina
White's little Bartholomew and maybe the artist herself were murdered later. The police, in their customary paranoia, might suspect a link between
this affair and the killings, which would motivate them to seek out and.After staring at the coins for a long moment, Kathleen said, "I don't think
any mystery writer has ever done a series of novels about a priest detective who's also a magician.".No inquiring voice echoed off the passage
walls, no accusatory shout. He was alone with the cadaver in this mist-shrouded moment of the metropolitan night-but perhaps not for long,."I'll do
your share of the housework for a month. If I'm closer to the date, you clean up all my pie-baking and other kitchen messes for a month-the bowls
and pans and mixers, everything."."Good heavens, Vinnie, I know that," she assured him as she lifted Barty-hardly bigger than a bag of sugar-from
the bassinet. She settled with the baby into a rocking chair..And although Simon would have denied it, would even have joked that a conscience
was a liability for an attorney, he possessed a moral compass. When he traveled too far along the wrong trail, that magnetized needle in his soul led
him back from the land of the lost..At the bedside, Joshua Nunn, friend and physician, looked up as Paul approached. He rose as though under a
yoke of iron.."I knew," said Wally, braking for a red traffic light, "that you'd be thinking of Phimie now, and thinking of her would lead you to your
father's words, because as short as her life might have been, Phimie was a Bartholomew. She left her mark."."I get peed off, and I miss some things
terrible. But I'm not sad. And you've got to not be sad, either, 'cause it spoils everything.".Maria Gonzalez arrived with her daughters, and while it
was natural for Angel to be drawn to the company of older girls, she had no interest in anyone but Barty.."Take care you don't beat evil into him,"
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said his aunt..This was not the time to ponder the nature of the relationship between the treacherous Miss Bressler and Vanadium. Junior had a
bloody trail to cover, and precious time was ticking away..Tom Vanadium rose to his feet and, with one hand on Barty's shoulder, he surveyed the
faces of those gathered on the porch. Most of these people were such new acquaintances that they were all but strangers to him. Nevertheless, for
the first time since his early days in St. Anselmo's Orphanage, he'd found a place where he belonged. This felt like home..Although this was
perhaps the happiest evening of Celestina's fife, it wasn't without a note of melancholy. She couldn't avoid thinking about Phimie..Beyond the
window, Barty failed to do any of the things that Agnes expected of a boy not fully enough part of the day to share its rain: He didn't flicker like an
image on a static-peppered TV screen; he didn't shimmer like a phantom figure in Sahara heat or blur like a reflection in a steam-clouded
mirror..Celestina gave birth to Seraphim in '69, saw her painting on the cover of American Artist in '70, and gave birth to Harrison in '72..This
Monday morning in Oregon was bleak, with the swollen, dark bellies of rain clouds swagging low over the cemetery, a dreary send-off for Naomi,
even though rain was not yet falling..He would have done it, too, and risked establishing a pattern that police might notice; but the still, small voice
of Zedd guided him now, as so often before, and counseled calm, counseled focus..Holding a shaker in each hand, Tom walked them forward,
causing them to diverge slightly at first, but then moving them along exactly parallel to each other..Off the hard surfaces of cabinets, refrigerator,
and ovens, the twin reports crashed and rattled. The windowpanes briefly thrummed..Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world,
white-towered above its bay; on the tallest tower the sword of Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city passes all the
trade and commerce and learning and craft of Earthsea, a wealth not hoarded. There the King sits, having returned after the healing of the Ring, in
sign of healing. And in that city, in these latter days, men and women of the islands speak with dragons, in sign of change..Vanadium, lending an
aura of normalcy to the house. Now he wanted silence, so he would immediately hear another car in the driveway if one arrived..For a while,
Celestina had worried that the girl was slower to walk than other children, slower to talk, and slower to develop her vocabulary, even though
Celestina read aloud to her from storybooks every day. Then, during the past six months, Angel had caught up in a rush though she traveled a road
somewhat different from what the childrearing books described. Her first word was mama, which was fairly standard, but her second was blue,
which for a while came out "boo." At three, an average child would be doing exceptionally well to identify four colors; Angel could name eleven,
including black and white, because she was able routinely to differentiate pink from red, and purple from blue..Junior forgot all about seduction.
"And she--what?--She adopted her sister's baby?".Junior and Naomi had taken their dried apricots from the same bag. Reached in the bag without
looking. Shook them out into the palms of their hands. She could not have controlled which pieces of fruit he received and which she ate.."I don't
like the old crazy doctor," she said, still drawing. "I wish it was about bunnies on vacation-or maybe a toad learns to drive a car and has
adventures.".As the bitch began her backswing, Junior grabbed the chair. He didn't try to tear it out of her hands, but used it to shove her as hard as
he could..Although Dr. Lipscomb spoke almost as softly as the long-winded pianist, and though the physician's narrow face was homely and devoid
of any trace of violent temperament, Neddy Gnathic flinched from him and retreated across the threshold, into the hallway..Only a few theater
goers attended the matinee. No one sat near, so Google and Junior openly swapped packages: a five-by-six manila envelope to Google, a
nine-by-twelve to Junior..Looking from one to another of his companions, Tom said, "When I think of everything that had to happen to bring us
here tonight, the tragedies as well as the happy turns of fortune, when I think of the many ways things might have been, with all of us scattered and
some of us never having met, I know we belong here, for we've arrived against all odds." His gaze traveled back to Agnes, and he gave her the
answer that he knew she hoped to hear. "This boy and this girl were born to meet, for reasons only time will reveal, and all of us ... we're the
instruments of some strange destiny."."As long as the case was open and you were the sole suspect," said the lawyer, "they couldn't negotiate an
out-of-court settlement with you. But they were afraid that if eventually they couldn't prove you killed her, then they'd be in an even worse position
when a wrongful death suit finally went before a jury.".Angel, as if in God's own hands, stared with round-eyed wonder at the physician..Those
who had just met her and those who were overly charmed by eccentricity called her Seraphim, her name complete. Her teachers, neighbors, and
casual acquaintances called her Sera. Those who knew her best and loved her the most deeply--like her sister, Celestina called her Phimie.."If
there's a presentation, I assume then I'm the presentee," he said, taming his chair sideways to the table and taking her into his lap. "Just remember, I
never wear neckties.".Rising slowly like the blade in the hands of an ax murderer as deliberate as an accountant, Thomas Vanadium's gaze arced
from Junior's clenched fist to his face..He couldn't see into the next aisle through the gaps between rows of books, because the shelves had solid
backs..When he pushed Naomi, profit was the motive. He killed Victoria and Vanadium in self-defense. Those three deaths were necessary..They
were dining by candlelight. Vanilla-scented bougies stood on the sideboard, across the room, glimmering in glass chimneys, but Barty pointed
instead to five squat red candles distributed through the centerpiece of pine sprays and white carnations..Junior didn't find anything to explain her
paranoia-though, to his surprise, he discovered six books by Caesar Zedd in her small library. The pages were dog-eared; the text was heavily
underlined.."Everyone knows about Vanadium. He's a crusader, self-appointed champion of truth, justice, and the American way. A holy fool, if
you will. With the case closed, he has no authority to harass you.".NOLLY FELT A little silly, walking the mean streets of North Beach under a
white umbrella with red polka dots. It kept him dry, however, and with Nolly, practical considerations always triumphed over matters of image and
style..His first overnight journey, in June of '65, was to La Jolla, north of San Diego. He carried too large a backpack and wore khaki pants when he
should have worn shorts in the summer heat..Junior was disturbed that the mysterious chanteuse had been performing when he wasn't home. He felt
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violated. Invaded..She kissed his cheek, and he pulled his arms out from under the covers to hug her. Such small arms, but such a fierce hug..Maria,
however, lived comfortably with both the Catholicism and the occultism in which she had been raised. In Hermosillo, Mexico, the latter had been
nearly as important to the spiritual life of her family as had been the former.."Acute nervous emesis," Junior croaked. "I've never thought of myself
as a nervous person.".Barty came out of the house with the library copy of Podkayne Of Mary, which his mother had promised to read to him later,
in the hospital. "Are we all going?" he asked..The full nature of the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good reason
for his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real world,
and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies.."I've always wanted to learn the piano myself," Junior claimed, "but I guess you really
have to start young.".Junior didn't make the mistake of thinking that Magusson's new conciliatory attitude meant they were friends, that
confidences could be shared or truths exchanged. The money-grubbing toad's only real friend would always be the one he saw in a mirror. If he
discovered that Junior was having a great time post-Naomi, Magusson would store the information until he found a way to use it to his
advantage..He went in a pretense of blindness, gripping Angel's arm, but he missed nothing, and etched every detail in his memory, against the
need of them in the coming dark..A tune clinked off the keys of a phantom piano in Junior's mind, "Someone to Watch over Me." The hawk-eyed
watcher was the pianist at the elegant hotel lounge where Junior had enjoyed dinner on his first night in San Francisco, and twice since..Junior
levered up, scrambled up, vaulted over, and crashed into the deep bin, with every intention of landing on his feet. But he overshot, slammed his
shoulder into the back wall of the container, fell to his knees, and sprawled facedown in the trash.."I'll always know your face," he promised. "Even
if you have to go away and you're gone a hundred years, I'll remember what you looked like, how you felt.".He didn't even dare to pretend to wake
up now, with a mutter and a yawn because the detective would know that he was faking, that he had been awake all along. And if he'd been
feigning unconsciousness, eaves.Now Junior threw back the covers and sprang out of bed. In double briefs, he restlessly roamed the hotel room.."I
suppose anyone could fill some empty gelatin capsules with the syrup," said Parkhurst. "But-" "Roll your own, so to speak. Then he could palm a
few of them, swallow 'em without water, and the reaction would be delayed maybe.She walked the corridor until she came to a room with empty
beds. Without turning on the lights, she entered, put down the suitcase, and sat in a chair by the window..This comment left Tom nonplussed. He
could only imagine that Jacob had known someone who died in that crash-yet the twin's tone of voice and his expression seemed to suggest that a
world without the Bakersfield train wreck would be a less convivial place than one that included it..Not many men wore hats these days. Since his
teenage years, Nolly had favored a porkpie model. San Francisco was often chilly, and he began losing his hair when still young.."Why should I be
afraid of a stumbling blind boy?" asked Junior again. But this time the words issued from him in a different tone of voice, because suddenly he
sensed something knowing in this boy's attitude, if not in his manufactured eyes, a quality similar to what the girl exhibited..He wondered if the
hawk had descended in a constricting gyre, justice coming down, but he could not lift his head to see..be entombed in one of those memorial walls,
well above ground level, where nothing was likely to seep into them.."See this?" He placed the pepper shaker in front of her on the room-service
table and held the salt shaker concealed in his hand..This device, which could automatically pick any lock with just a few pulls of its trigger, was
sold strictly to police departments, and its distribution was tightly controlled. On the black market it commanded such a high price that Junior could
have bought the better part of a small Sklent painting for the same bucks.."I'll never forget it," Dr. Salk promised. With his attention still on Perri's
pictures, he said, "But I'm afraid you give me far too much credit. I'm no superman. I didn't do the work alone. So many dedicated people were
involved.".As she struggled to cope with her loss, the last thing Agnes needed was the reminder posed by that empty chair. Maria's intentions were
good, however, and Agnes didn't want to hurt her feelings..The various flavors of canned soda were always racked in the same order, allowing
Barty to select what he wanted without error. He got orange for Angel, root beer for himself, and closed the refrigerator..Celestina finally zipped
shut the satchel. "You better watch out for the big bad wolf."."This will stay with you," Mary said. "It's shared sight from all the other yous in all
the other places, but you won't have to make any effort to hold on to it. No headaches. No problems ever. Merry Christmas, Daddy.".On Tuesday
evening, September 7, after half an hour in the lotus position, thinking about nothing whatsoever but a white pin with two black bands at its neck
and the number I painted on its head, Junior went to bed at eleven o'clock and set his alarm for three in the morning, when he intended to shoot
himself.."Because Cain had called him to get a recommendation of a P. I. here in San Francisco," said Kathleen. "To find out what happened to
Seraphim White's baby."."He was born yesterday, not today," Edom said glumly. "When the thousand-year quake hits, skyscrapers will pancake,
bridges crumble, dams break. In three minutes, a million people will die between San Diego and Santa Barbara."."Other Bartys and other Agneses
in other houses like this-all here together now."."Maybe." In truth, Tom didn't believe that any of this could be learned even by one adept taking
instruction from another adept. They were born with the same special perception, but with different and strictly limited abilities to interact with the
multiplicity of worlds that they could detect. He wasn't able to explain even to himself how he could send a coin or other small object Elsewhere; it
was something he just felt, and each time that the coin vanished, the authenticity of the feeling was proved. He suspected that when Barty walked
where the rain wasn't, the boy employed no conscious techniques; he simply decided to walk in a dry world while otherwise remaining in this wet
one-and then he did. Woefully incomplete wizards, sorcerers with just a trick or two each, they had no secret tome of enchantments and spells to
teach to an apprentice.."Well, actually, I owe Phimie. It's what she said between her two deaths on the delivery table that's changed my life.".On the
day that Vanadium attended the graveside service for Seraphim and subsequently stopped at Naomi's grave to needle Cain, he had suspected that
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Phimie didn't die in a traffic accident, as claimed, but he hadn't for a moment thought that the wife killer was in any way connected. Now, finding
this gallery brochure in the nightstand drawer seemed to be one more bit of circumstantial proof of Cain's guilt..An affecting but difficult-to-define
note in Dr. Lipscomb's voice brought Celestina slowly out of the office chair, to her feet. Perhaps it was wonder. Or fear. Or reverence. Perhaps all
three..The deejay announced song number four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a Woman." The Fab Four filled the Studebaker with music..He
nodded. "The effect not only comes before a cause in this case, but completely without a cause. The effect is staying dry in the rain, but the
cause-supposedly walking in a dryer world-never occurs. Only the idea of it.".Junior poured half the vodka over the corpse, splashed some around
other parts of the kitchen, and spilled the last on the cook top, where it trickled toward the active burner. This was not an ideal accelerant, not as
effective as gasoline, but by the time he threw the bottle aside, the spirits found the flame..The musician's eyes met Junior's for an instant, widening
with surprise. Obviously he knew that Gammoner was a lie. So he must be aware of Junior's real identity..When his stomach rolled uneasily and his
scalp prickled, he was seized by panic, certain that he was going to suffer both violent nervous emesis and severe hives, breaking out and chucking
up at the same time. He popped the capsules into his mouth but couldn't produce enough saliva to swallow them, so he turned on the faucet, filled
his cupped hands with water, and drank, dribbling down the front of is jacket and sweater..Lowering his surgical mask, Dr. Lipscomb approached
Celestina, where she stood with her back pressed to the wall.."Just now." Although Angel tried to sound nonchalant, she was trembling. "I'm not
sure I can do it again."
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Adam the Second Edition Considerably Enlarged
Rural Improvements Or Essays on the Most Rational Methods of Improving Estates Accomodated to the Soil Climate and Circumstances of
England by a Land Owner
Travels Into Poland Russia Sweden and Denmark Interspersed with Historical Relations and Political Inquiries Illustrated with Charts and
Engravings by William Coxe in Two Volumes of 2 Volume 1
Poems Supposed to Have Been Written at Bristol in the Fifteenth Century by Thomas Rowley with a Commentary in Which the Antiquity of
Them Is Considered and Defended by Jeremiah Milles
Dictionarium Domesticum Being a New and Compleat Houshold Dictionary for the Use Both of City and Country by N Bailey
A Survey of the Cathedrals of York Durham Carlisle Chester Man Lichfield Hereford Worcester Gloucester and Bristol the Whole Extracted from
Numerous Collections Out of the Registers of Every Particular See of 2 Volume 2
Precedents in Conveyancing Settled and Approved by Gilbert Horsman and Other Eminent Counsel in Two Volumes with Proper Tables the
Second Edition of 2 Volume 1
The Orations of Lysias and Isocrates Translated from the Greek With Some Account of Their Lives And a Discourse on the History Manners and
Character of the Greeks by John Gillies
Memoirs of Edmund Ludlow with a Collection of Original Papers and the Case of King Charles the First
Magazine of Natural History Comprehending the Whole Science of Animals Plants and Minerals Divided Into Distinct Parts the Characters
Separately Described and Systematically Arranged by E Sibly of 14 Volume 3
Observations on the More Ancient Statutes from Magna Charta to the Twenty-First of James I Cap XXVII with an Appendix by the Honourable
Daines Barrington the Fourth Edition
Francisci Junii Francisci Filii Etymologicum Anglicanum Ex Autographo Descripsit Accessionibus Permultis Auctum Edidit Edwardus Lye
Primittuntur Vita Auctoris Et Grammatica Anglo-Saxonica
Histoire de la Rivolution dAmirique Par Rapport a la Caroline Miridionale Par M David Ramsay Traduite de lAnglois Ornie de Cartes de Plans
of 2 Volume 1
Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind by Dugald Stewart Volume Second of 3 Volume 2
Precedents in Conveyancing Settled and Approved by Gilbert Horsman and Other Eminent Counsel in Two Volumes with Proper Tables the
Second Edition of 2 Volume 2
J Thomsons Jahrszeiten Mit Unterlegter Konstruction Und Grammatischen Historischen Und Andern Anmerkungen Erlechtert F r Lernende Von G
F Herrmann
Scripture Characters Or a Practical Improvement of the Principal Histories in the Old and New Testament by Thomas Robinson the Fourth
Edition of 4 Volume 4
Magazine of Natural History Comprehending the Whole Science of Animals Plants and Minerals Divided Into Distinct Parts the Characters
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Separately Described and Systematically Arranged by E Sibly of 14 Volume 9
Brevis Clara Facilis AC Jucunda Non Solim Arabicam Linguam sed Etiam Hodiernam Persicam Cui Tota Feri Arabica Intermixta Est Addiscendi
Methodus Denui Edit Ejusdem Methodi Auctor Antonius Vieyra
Magazine of Natural History Comprehending the Whole Science of Animals Plants and Minerals Divided Into Distinct Parts the Characters
Separately Described and Systematically Arranged by E Sibly of 14 Volume 6
Veritas Redux Evangelical Truths Restored Being the First Part of the Theological Treatises Which Are to Compose a Large Body of Christian
Divinity by John Edwards DD of 2 Volume 1
Historical View of Plans for the Government of British India and Regulation of Trade to the East Indies and Outlines of a Plan of Foreign
Government for the Asiatic Interests of Great Britain
Nouveau Dictionnaire Universel Des Arts Et Des Sciences Franiois Latin Et Anglois Traduit de lAnglois de Thomas Dyche of 2 Volume 1
Cap au Nord - Paysages de Norvege 2019 Calendrier illustre de paysages scandinaves
simbiosa fine art nude photography 2019 2019 Fine Art Nude Photography 2015
Kitchen Still Lifes 2019 UK-Version Birthday Calendar 2019 A Whole Year of Food Photography
Miscellaneous Correspondence Containing by Benjamin Martin of 4 Volume 3
Des fleurs hautes en couleur 2019 Des fleurs de toute beaute et hautes en couleur
Colourful Blossoms 2019 Beautiful and Colourful Blossoms and Flowers
Regard de Chevaux 2019 Toute la douceur dans le regard dun cheval
Japan Shrines Temples Metropolises 2019 Pictures of Japan old Temples Castles and modern Metropolises
Evasion naturelle 2019 Medley de photos de paysages entre Bretagne Haute-Savoie et Espagne
An Erotic Expedition to the World of Female Reveries 2019 Erotic photo collages in the style of magic realism
Portraits de fleurs sauvages 2019 Douceur et beaute des fleurs sauvages de nos regions
Miscellaneous Correspondence Containing by Benjamin Martin of 4 Volume 4
Amarre 2019 PECHEURS ET CRUSTACES AU RENDEZ-VOUS
Une annee Kokeshi 2019 Illustration de poupees japonaises Les Kokeshis
Ayeen Akbery Or the Institutes of the Emperor Akber Translated from the Original Persian by Francis Gladwin in Two Volumes of 2 Volume 2
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